
AWARDS AND INSTALLATION DINNER

JUNE 9, 2025     THREE SIXTY°     TRIBECA, NYC



The NYWBA Acknowledges the Support from this Evening’s Sponsors* 
 

Platinum 

 
 

 
 

Gold  
 
  

Silver 

  
Friend 

Myra L. Freed 

* as of the date of this printing



NYWBA AWARDS & INSTALLATION PROGRAM 

     Welcoming Remarks Virginia A. LoPreto 

     President’s State of the Association Address Jocelyn L. Jacobson 

     Presentation of The President’s Special Award Virginia A. LoPreto

to:  U.S. Representative Carolyn B. Maloney    and Jennifer Brown-DiBlasi 

The Honorable Betty Weinberg Ellerin 

Planned Parenthood of Greater New York 

Safe Horizon 

     Installation of NYWBA Officers and Directors Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin 

     Introduction of Incoming President Colleen M. Meenan 

Lissett Costa Ferreira 

 Incoming President’s Address and Final Remarks Lissett Costa Ferreira 



 

 

OUTGOING PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

My last message as 

President of this amaz-

ing, outstanding 

Association.   As I reflect 

back on my Presidency, it 

has been an amazing 

year with so much to cel-

ebrate, including this 

Association’s 90th 

Anniversary, but also so 

many challenges both personally for me and for 

the world we live in.   

 

We have so much to be excited about as we cel-

ebrate out 90th Anniversary, including the pas-

sage in November 2024 of NYS’s Equal Rights 

Amendment, and the Association’s re-energized 

award-winning Mentoring Circles.  But we have 

also faced relentless attacks on Diversity, 

Equality and Inclusion and on judges, lawyers 

and the entire independence of our legal system.  

We must stand firm against such attacks and 

continue our mission to improve the status of 

women in the profession and promote fair and 

equal administration of justice.  I know as an 

Association – and standing together – we can 

continue to push back, stand up and make a dif-

ference.  In fact, many of our members attended 

the National Law Day of Action: Stand for the 

Rule of Law, on May 1, 2025.  I know this 

Association will continue such efforts in the 

coming year. 

 

I am extraordinarily proud and energized by the 

great group of women leaders that I have had the 

honor to work with this past year, especially our 

incoming President Lissett Costa Ferreira, and 

the other incoming Officers and Directors.  I will 

be honored to serve as your immediate past 

president.  I am also so pleased that I will be pre-

senting the President’s Special Award to four 

deserving recipients who have each meant so 

much to the struggle for rights for women and 

children:  U.S. Representative Carolyn B. 

Maloney, who served in the US House of 

Representatives for 30 years and championed 

the Equal Rights Amendment; Hon. Betty 

Weinberg Ellerin, a former president of this 

Association, a pioneering judge – the first woman 

appointed to serve as an Associate Justice of the 

Appellate Division, First Department – a founder 

of our parent organization, the Women’s Bar 

Association of the State of New York, and a 

strong advocate and supporter of women; 

Planned Parenthood of Greater New York, which 

provides much needed health care to women in 

all aspects of their life, including reproductive 

freedom; and Safe Horizon, which works with vic-

tims of domestic violence, who are primarily 

women and children.  These women and organi-

zations are beacons of hope in theses troubling 

times as well as symbolic of the issues that this 

Association supports and works for. 

 

I want to thank my officers of this past year, 

Lissett Costa Ferreira, Vivian Rivera Drohan, 
Hon. Crystal R. Villaseñor, Judith E. White, 
Meaghan E. Carey, and Tara Diamond who 

have all stepped up and done what needs to be 

done to make this Association work.  I also want 

to thank Beth Bryson for her help especially 

when family issues caused me to step back from 

my duties for a bit. Women supporting women is 

what makes this Association great. 

 

In thinking about this past year, I am reminded of 

some of the amazing events and programs that 

we held.  We held our Annual Membership 

Reception in September with our members join-

ing with potential new members to this 

Association – and many new members joined 

that very night.  We thank Blank Rome for host-

ing us yet again and for their amazing hospitality.  

As has been the case for several years, we held 

our Period Poverty drive which collects feminine 

hygiene products and drugstore gift cards to pro-

vide to organizations working with domestic vio-

lence victims. We received many such dona-

tions.  Our main speaker at the event was 

Karissa Lago, as a representative of Her Village, 

which works to secure for women – including vic-

tims of domestic violence – period products and 

to ensure that the babies of such women have 

diapers and other essentials.  This aspect of our 



Membership Reception is always so moving and 

I thank Virginia A. LoPreto, Jennifer Brown-
DiBlasi, Olivia S. Lee, and Liz White Bass for 

their excellent work on this event (and so many 

of our other special events, including this dinner). 

 

In February, the Mentoring Committee held a 

joint event with the WBASNY Mentoring 

Committee to kick off the addition of more men-

toring circles. We now have seven mentoring cir-

cles up and running and I am so proud of the 

Committee co-chairs Melissa Ephron-Mandel 
and Melissa F. Glassman for their efforts in re-

energizing the Mentoring Circles. 

 

In honor of Women’s History Month in March, 

we held a plethora of events.  NYWBA held its 

first “Women in Law“ program for high school 

students to learn about numerous careers in the 

legal profession - judges, attorneys, mediators, 

law clerks, court officers and stenographers. 

The Hon. Suzanne J. Adams opened her cer-

emonial courtroom for this event. It was an 

amazing convocation – held in conjunction with 

the Women’s Bar Association of the State of 

New York and with many other chapters around 

the state holding similar gatherings. I want to 

thank the Hon. Crystal R. Villaseñor, the Hon. 
Judith Gische and Dawn Cardi for their 

tremendous work in organizing this inaugural 

event. Given the enthusiastic response, I 

believe an annual tradition has begun.  And 

continuing the theme of advancing women in 

the profession, the Diversity, Equity and 

Inclusion committee, co-chaired by Ernestine 
J. Mings, the Hon. Crystal R. Villaseñor and 

the Hon. Kathleen C. Waterman-Marshall 
hosted a MentorJet program on behalf of the 

National Association of Women Judges, at 

which law students had the opportunity to 

speed network with members of the New York 

bar, including judges, lawyers, and court attor-

neys. 

 

Also in March, the Association held its Annual 

Judiciary Reception where we honored the 

newly elected, re-elected and appointed judges 

in New York County.  It was such a privilege to 

honor so many wonderful judges and we had 

one of the largest turnouts in years.  

 

As usual, our committees held informative CLEs 

this year.  These included, in honor of Hispanic 

Heritage Month, co-sponsoring a CLE entitled 

“Pioneers of Change: Shaping the Future 

Together“; NYWBA Trusts and Estates 

Committee presenting a CLE on “Surrogate’s 

Court for Non-Surrogate’s Court Attorneys“; and 

the amazing CLE at our Annual Meeting men-

tioned below. 

 

Our Annual meeting this year was held both in 

person and on Zoom.  It included a CLE for NY’s 

Diversity, Inclusion and Elimination of Bias credit, 

entitled “Being Intrepid Women”, which featured 

as the speakers two amazing women judges: the 

Hon. Carmen A. Pacheco, Supervising Judge of 

Kings County Civil Court, and the Hon. Betty 
Lugo-Martinez, Judge of New York Civil Court 

assigned to Bronx County Civil Court. These two 

judges regaled the attendees with stories of their 

experiences early in their careers and now on the 

bench as well as providing some practical advice 

for women attorneys.  It was both educational 

and entertaining.  Besides the outstanding 

events listed above, our Committee Chairs did a 

wonderful job this year in hosting panel discus-

sions, CLE programs and mixers.  I want to thank 

each and every committee chair for their hard 

work this year.    

 

Again I am so appreciative of my time as 

President of the NYWBA.  I congratulate Lissett 

and wish her a fabulous year ahead. 

 

 

JOCELYN L. JACOBSON  

New York Women’s Bar Association  

President, 2024-2025
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Lissett Costa Ferreira 

New York Women’s Bar Association 

President 2025-2026 

 

Lissett Costa Ferreira is a highly experienced 

elder and disabilities law practitioner with a 

focus on guardianships, estate planning, 

trusts and estates, and Medicaid and special 

needs planning. Ms. Ferreira is a Partner at 

Meenan & Associates, LLC, a boutique civil 

practice law firm. 

 

Lissett received her B.A. with Honors from 

Brown University, and after graduation she 

served as a Fulbright Scholar in Mozambique. 

She graduated magna cum laude from 

Fordham University School of Law, where she 

placed on the Dean’s List and served as 

Symposium Editor of the Law Review and a 

Crowley International Human Rights Scholar. 

Lissett also received the Murray Magna Cum 

Laude Public Service Award and was induct-

ed into the Order of the Coif Honor Society.  

 

In law school, Lissett summered at White & 

Case and interned at Safe Horizon Domestic 

Violence Legal Project.  Upon graduation, she 

served as a law graduate at The Legal Aid 

Society and thereafter as senior court attor-

ney to Supreme Court Justice Hon. Laura 

Visitación-Lewis. In 2014, Lissett launched 

her own solo practice. 

 

Lissett enjoys being active in various 

statewide, local and affinity bar associations, 

including organizing programs, lecturing, and 

serving on Dinner Committees. She currently 

serves as Treasurer of the Puerto Rican Bar 

Association and a member of its Judiciary 

Committee. Lissett published in the Fordham 

Law Review and the New York State Bar 

Association Elder Law & Special Needs 

Journal. In 2024, the Legal Aid Society hon-

ored Lissett with its Pro Bono Publico Award 

and in 2020, the Women’s Bar Association of 

the State of New York recognized her as an 

Emerging Leader. 

Serving in the New York Women’s Bar 

Association has been a highlight of Lissett’s 

career, and she values the friendships and 

professional development opportunities the 

NYWBA has fostered. For several years, 

Lissett has served as a NYWBA Director, 

Officer, committee chair, and delegate to 

WBASNY. As co-chair of NYWBA’s Elder Law 

& Disabilities Committee, Lissett inaugurated 

a bi-monthly “Lunch and Learn Elder Law” 

speaker series that attracts experienced prac-

titioners to speak on topics of interest to the 

elder law bar. She also assists with the 

administration of the Guardianship Diversity 

Initiative – a collaboration between NYWBA 

and the Franklin H. Williams Judicial 

Commission under the leadership of Hon. 

Lisa A. Sokoloff, J.S.C. – which aims to 

increase diversity in the pool of people eligible 

for court appointments in guardianship pro-

ceedings.  

 

Lissett lives in Brooklyn, New York with her 

husband, Josh, who is a high school teacher, 

and her two teenage sons, Nicholas and 

Ethan. She is godmother to Layla Mae and 

dog aunt to Bandit.  



Meaghan E. Carey, Vice President 

Meaghan E. Carey is a partner at Moses Richards Notaro & Tankha where 

she focuses her practice on family law. She has experience litigating all 

aspects of family and matrimonial law and is equally experienced settling 

matters outside the court room.  Meaghan has served NYWBA as a director, 

a member of the judicial screening committee, a membership chair, and a 

chair of the Women’s Health and Reproductive Rights Committee.  Outside 

the courtroom Meaghan can be found walking her dog in Central Park. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vivian Rivera Drohan, Vice President 
Vivian Rivera Drohan is the founding litigation partner of Drohan Lee.  Her practice 

includes representation of clients in the financial, digital assets and hospitality fields 

in federal and state trial and appellate litigation, private arbitration and mediation, lit-

igation before the Trademark Trial and Appeals Board and various regulatory and 

self-regulatory agencies including the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 

Human Rights Division, Securities and Exchange Commission, Financial Industry 

Regulatory Authority, Commodities Futures Trading Commission and National Futures Association.   For 

nearly thirty years Vivian has successfully represented public and private Investors and issuers, high net 

worth individuals, investment funds and managers, banks and brokers, as well as hospitality providers 

in a wide variety of complex financial and contractual disputes, regulatory enforcement, intellectual prop-

erty and employment matters.  Vivian is a FINRA and AAA approved arbitrator.  She graduated from 

Fordham University in 1986, and earned her Juris Doctor from Brooklyn Law School, where she partic-

ipated in the school’s national Moot Court Honor Society. Since 2013 she has been recognized as a 

Super Lawyer in the New York Super Lawyers Editions under the Business Litigation area.  Vivian is 

admitted to practice in New York State, Colorado and Washington, DC. She is also admitted in the 

Southern and Eastern Districts of New York, and the United States Court of Appeals for the Second and 

Seventh Circuits.     
 

 
 

Hon. Crystal R. Villaseñor, Vice President 
The Honorable Crystal R. Villaseñor was elected to New York County Civil Court in 

2024 and was assigned as an Acting Justice in Manhattan Family Court, where she 

presides over Child Protection, Custody, Visitation, and Family Offense cases.  Prior to 

her current role, Judge Villaseñor served as an Associate Court Attorney in the Bronx 

County Criminal Court to the Honorable Dan Quart. Before becoming a Court Attorney, 

Judge Villaseñor managed her own law practice, representing clients in Civil Court, 

Family Court, and Supreme Court. Judge Villaseñor served as a Special Master to the Honorable Suzanne 

Adams, A.J.S.C, through the Franklin H. Williams Judicial Commission.  Judge Villaseñor serves as Vice 

President of the New York Women’s Bar Association and is the co-chair of the Diversity, Equity & Inclusion, 

Civil Courts, and Summer Program committees. Judge Villaseñor previously served as a co-chair of the 

Diversity committee for the Women’s Bar Association of the State of New York.  Judge Villaseñor volun-

teers as a troop leader for the Girl Scouts of Greater New York Troop 6000, building community and pro-

moting leadership for girls living in temporary housing in the New York City shelter system.  Judge 

Villaseñor lives on the Upper East Side with her dog Atticus.  



Judith E. White represents individuals in all aspects of Matrimonial and Family Law, including 
mediation, negotiation of agreements and litigation of complex custody, geographic reloca- 
tion, support and equitable distribution matters. Although Judy has been trying cases since 
1988, she believes it is preferable for families to take control of their own destiny by designing 
agreements fact specific to each client’s needs. Before becoming a partner at Lee Anav 
Chung White Kim Ruger & Richter, LLP, where she founded the Matrimonial Department, she 
was a founding Member of Garr and White, P.C., which was listed as one of top law firms in 

the country by US News and World Report (2010-2013 editions.) Judy also worked as the Principal Court Attorney 
to one of the Justices to the New York State Supreme Court, Matrimonial Part, for nine years. As a court attorney 
she had the unique opportunity to learn the practice of matrimonial law from the inside. Judy assisted in keeping 
abreast of all developments in the law, drafting decisions and negotiating settlements. Following her tenure in the 
courts it was a natural progression for Judy to include mediation in her practice. She has successfully mediated 
countless divorce and separation agreements. Judy is listed as one of the Best Lawyers of America since 2010 and 
has been recognized as one of the Top Lawyers in the New York, New Jersey and Connecticut areas, for 2010 to 
the present, and one of the top ten women lawyers in the New York Metro Area by both The New York Times and 
New York Magazine. She has received an AV Rating for Legal Abilities and Ethical Standards in the Martindale 
Hubbell Listing. She has also served as a moot court judge for New York Law School.

Tara Diamond is the managing partner of The Law Offices of Diamond, Fee, Kalos & 
Ballard, PLLC. She has exclusively practiced in all areas of family and matrimonial 
law throughout New York City for more than 20 years. Tara is a member of the 
Manhattan Family Court 18-B Assigned Counsel Panel and is certified by the First 
Judicial Department as an attorney qualified to represent children in custody and 
visitation disputes in both Manhattan Family Court and Manhattan Supreme Court. 
As a certified mediator and parenting coordinator, Tara frequently uses her conflict 

resolution skills to help families reduce conflict, improve communication, find common interests to resolve 
disagreements and effectively co-parent. Tara is a member of the Association of Family and Concillatory 
Courts (AFCC), the New York State Bar Association, and the New York Women’s Bar Association 
(NYWBA). Tara has assumed leadership roles for the New York Women’s Bar Association by serving on 
the Board of Directors and is co-chair of the Children’s Rights committee and Judiciary committee. She is 
currently serving as the Corresponding Secretary of the NYWBA. Tara graduated with High Honors from 
the University of Florida and earned her Juris Doctorate at the University of California College of the Law, 
San Francisco (formerly University of California Hastings College of the Law).

Melissa F. Glassman began her career as an attorney at the Administration For Children’s 
Services (ACS) in the Manhattan office where she represented the Commissioner of ACS 
in child neglect and child abuse cases. In August 2021, Melissa began as an associate at 
Advocate, LLP, a matrimonial and family law firm dedicated to the successful resolution of 
personal and financial family legal issues. Melissa is a co-chair of the Membership Committee 
of the New York Women’s Bar Association (NYWBA), a co-chair of the Mentoring Circles of 
the NYWBA, a co-chair of the Martha E. Gifford Summer Program on “What it’s REALLY Like 
to Practice Law as a Woman” of the NYWBA, a co-chair of the WBASNY Membership and Fundraising Committees, 
and former co-chair of the Women’s Bar Association of the State of New York (WBASNY) Convention 2025 
Committee. Additionally, Melissa is the co-creator and panelist for the NYWBA “The Art of Networking” Program. 
In addition to her involvement in the Women’s Bar Association, Melissa serves as a mentor, providing career 
counseling to current Benjamin N. Cardozo Law School students. She is also actively involved in volunteering and 
fundraising efforts for both Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center “Cycle for Survival” and Breakthrough T1D, 
formerly known as Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. Melissa earned her undergraduate degree from The 
University of Michigan in 2014 and her JD from Benjamin N. Cardozo Law School in 2017 with a concentration in 
family law. Melissa is admitted to practice in New York, New Jersey and before the Supreme Court of the United 
States.

Judith E. White, Treasurer

Tara Diamond, Corresponding Secretary

Melissa F. Glassman, Recording Secretary



Jocelyn L. Jacobson, Immediate Past President 

Jocelyn Jacobson received her B.A. from the University of Chicago and her 

J.D. from Fordham University School of Law, magna cum laude, winning the 

Chapin Prize for graduating first in her class.  She joined Fried, Frank, 

Harris, Shriver & Jacobson as a litigation associate after law school.  In 1998 

Ms. Jacobson joined the office of the Manhattan Borough President, C. 

Virginia Fields, eventually becoming the Director of Policy and Budget.  Ms. 

Jacobson returned to a law firm in 2003 as a litigation associate at Reitler, 

Kailas & Rosenblatt LLP and was made a partner in 2009.  Ms. Jacobson focuses on employment 

law – assisting small companies and individuals navigate hiring, restrictive covenants and termi-

nations, as well as employment disputes - along with her civil litigation practice.  She is finishing 

her term as President, having previously served four terms as Vice President and two terms as 

Treasurer.  She has previously co-chaired the Solo and Small Law Firm Committee as well as the 

Mentoring Committee.  She is looking forward to her term as Immediate Past President.

 
 
 

Thank you to our supporters  
who purchased tributes for this Journal. 

 
cd 

 
The NYWBA would also like to thank our photographer,  

Nicholas Carter, for his astounding work.



The President's Special Award 
 

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE CAROLYN B. MALONEY 

HON. BETTY WEINBERG ELLERIN 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD OF GREATER NEW YORK 

SAFE HORIZON 
 

join the following recipients of The President's Special Award:

2024 Hon. Dianne T. Renwick 
 
2023 Eleanor’s Legacy 
 
2021 Hon. Letitia A. James 
 
2019 Hon. Judy Harris Kluger 
 
2018 Hon. Rolando T. Acosta 

Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan 
 
2017 Hon. Janet DiFiore 
 
2016 Cecile Richards 
 

2015 Hon. Matthew F. Cooper 

Hon. Tandra L. Dawson 

Hon. Laura E. Drager 

Hon. Ellen F. Gesmer 

Hon. Douglas E. Hoffman 

Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan 

Hon. Lori S. Sattler  
 
2014 Hon. Sonia Sotomayor 
 
2013 Hon. A. Gail Prudenti 
 
2012 Hon. Carmen Beauchamp Ciparick 
 
2011 Hon. Loretta A. Preska 
 
2010 Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler 
 
2009 Hon. Jonathan Lippman 
 
2008 Hon. Ann Pfau 
 
2006 Hon. Fern Fisher 
 
2005 Myrna Felder 
 
2004 Linda Greenhouse 
 
2003 Governor Ann Richards 
 
2002   Dean Joan Wexler 
 
2001 Hon. Phyllis Gangel-Jacob 
 

2000 Hon. Juanita Bing Newton 
 
1999 Prof. Maria L. Marcus 
 
1998 Hon. Angela M. Mazzarelli 
 
1997 Hon. Joan Carey 
 
1996 Hon. Carmen Beauchamp Ciparick 
 
1995 Hon. Karen S. Burstein 
 
1994 Hon. Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
 
1992 Prof. Anita Hill            
 
1991 Hon. Sol Wachtler 
 

1990 Hon. Milton Mollen & Hon. Sondra Miller 
 

1989 Hon. Israel Rubin &  

Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann 
 
1988 Robert M. Kaufman & Fern Schair 
 
1987 Hon. Patricia McGowan Wald 
 
1986 Hon. Sol Wachtler 
 
1985 Hon. Judith S. Kaye 
 
1984 Hon. Sandra Day O'Connor 
 
1983 Sheila L. Birnbaum 
 

1982 Hon. Carol Bellamy,  

Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin & 

         Hon. Elizabeth Holtzman 
 
1981 Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin 
 
1980 Hon. Amalya L. Kearse 
 
1977 Hon. Shirley J. Hufstedler 
 
1976 Hon. Susie Sharp 
 
1975 Hon. Carla Hills



U.S. REPRESENTATIVE CAROLYN B. MALONEY 

The President’s Special Award 
  
The Hon. Carolyn B. Maloney has been a pioneering legislator and activist for over 50 years. 

Her career has been marked by a series of “firsts.” She was the first woman to represent her 

Congressional district and her City Council district; to give birth while serving on the City 

Council; to Chair the Joint Economic Committee as well the House Oversight and Reform 

Committee.    

 

Rep. Maloney authored over 80 bills that became laws, making her one of the most prolific and 

consequential Members of Congress during her 30-year tenure. Thirteen of her bills merited 

official Presidential Bill Signings, which are reserved for the most significant and impactful leg-

islation, including the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act, the Postal Service 

Reform Act, the Credit Card Act, and the bill to create the Smithsonian American Women’s 

History Museum on the National Mall.    

 

As Co-Chair of the House Caucus on Women's Issues, Rep. Maloney authored the Debbie 

Smith Act, which became the most important anti-rape bill ever passed.     

 

For two decades, Representative Maloney led the legislative fight to recognize ratification of the 

Equal Rights Amendment in the US Constitution. She is the former Chair and a Board Member 

of the ERA Coalition. She is currently the Eleanor Roosevelt Distinguished Leader-in-

Residence at Roosevelt House at Hunter College-CUNY, where her students are leading a 

nationwide petition drive, Sign4ERA. Rep. Maloney is founder of the advocacy group, ERA 

NOW. She is also President of the New York Chapter of the National Organization for Women 

(NOW).   

 

In recognition of her leadership, Rep. Maloney became just the 16th woman to have her portrait 

displayed in the US Capitol.  
 



HON. BETTY WEINBERG ELLERIN 

The President’s Special Award 
  
“She may be petite, but pound for pound (or in her case, ounce for 
ounce), Betty Weinberg Ellerin packs more legal punch in her tiny 
frame than most legal titans who swagger through the hallways of 
New York’s greatest law firms.” (Carla T. Main, War Stories 2007, 
NYLJ Magazine, September 2007, p. 30.) 
  
Upon her appointment as Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for the 
Courts of the City of New York in 1982, Judge Betty Ellerin said, 
“ERA may be foundering elsewhere in the country, but equal rights 
for minorities and women is alive and kicking in New York.” She, bet-
ter than anyone would know this, having experienced a number of 
“firsts” for women in New York State.  
 
Betty Weinberg Ellerin was born in the Bronx. After graduating as 
valedictorian from James Monroe High School in 1946, she went on 
to Indiana University. After her freshman year, she transferred to New 
York University under its combined college law program, receiving 
her B.A. in 1950, and her LL.B. in 1952, after which she joined a mar-
itime law firm in New York City. 
 
In 1955, Justice Ellerin began her career with the courts, serving as 
Law Secretary to various judges over the next 21 years, during which 
time she was the first woman elected as president of the Law 
Secretaries and Law Assistants Association. After her election to the 
Civil Court, she was assigned to sit in the New York County Criminal 
Court. She became an Acting Supreme Court Justice in 1978 and 
was elected as a Justice of the Supreme Court in November 1979. 
After serving successfully as Judge in Charge of a complex of 
judges assigned to deal with thousands of cases involving the City 
of New York, many of which were over 20 years old, in 1982 Chief 
Judge Lawrence Cooke appointed her as Deputy Chief 
Administrative Judge for the New York City Courts, with administra-
tive responsibility for the operation of all trial courts within the city, 
the first woman appointed to that position. 
 
In 1985, Governor Mario Cuomo appointed her as the first woman 
Associate Justice of the Appellate Division. She was then appointed 
as the first female Presiding Justice of the Appellate Division, First 
Department by Governor George Pataki. Although in that position for 
only one year because of mandatory age limits, Justice Ellerin 
remained as an Associate Justice until her retirement from the bench 
in 2005. 
 
In 2006, she joined the law firm of Alston & Bird as Senior Counsel 
to the Litigation and Trial Practice Group. At the same time, she con-
tinued her activities in many bar groups and court committees, 
including Co-Chair of the Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin Committee on 
Women in the Courts; former (two term) Chair of the New York State 
Continuing Legal Education Board; Vice Chair of the Committee on 
Character and Fitness of the Appellate Division, First Department; 
Honorary Vice Chair of the Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics; a 
founder and director of the Women’s Bar Association of the State of 
New York; past President of the New York Women’s Bar Association; 
past President of the National Association of Women Judges and 
was a Chair of its National Task Force on Gender Bias in the Courts 

for many years. Justice Ellerin is a Trustee Associate of New York 
University. She is also a panelist with JAMS (Judicial Arbitration and 
Mediation). She served as a member of the New York State 
Sentencing Guidelines Committee and was a member of the Board 
of Directors of HIAS Inc. (an international immigration agency) for 
over 40 years.  
 
Over the years, Justice Ellerin has received a plethora of profession-
al awards, including the Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of 
Achievement Award from the ABA Commission on Women in the 
Profession, the NYLJ Lifetime Achievement Award, the NYSBA Ruth 
G. Shapiro Award, the NYSTLA Law Day Award, the NYCLA Louis J. 
Capozzoli Gavel Award and the Edith I. Spivak Awards, the WBAS-
NY Founders Award, of which she was the first recipient, the NYU 
School of Law and NYWBA’s Florence E. Allen Award, NCMC’s Tom 
Clark Award, the NYC ATL Harlan Fiske Stone Award, the NAWJ 
Judge of the Year Award, the prestigious Robert B. McKay Award 
from the NYU School of Law, and the Albany Law School Kate 
Stoneman Award. Both the NYWBA and WBASNY have created 
awards in Justice Ellerin’s name to which she was presented the 
inaugural award of each. 
 
Justice Ellerin has long been a proponent of children’s centers in 
courthouses.  In 2021, the Office of Court Administration honored 
Justice Ellerin by naming the newly restored childrens’ center at the 
111 Centre Street Courthouse for her. In addition to  various other 
awards from the University, in 2022, she received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the NYU Alumni Association at its 125th 
Anniversary celebration and was recently inducted into the Bronx 
Jewish Hall of Fame. 
 
In 2025, Justice Ellerin received one of the highest honors in her 
career. The New York City Bar Association Women in the Legal 
Profession Committee commissioned a portrait of Justice Ellerin, as 
part of its “Women on the Walls“ initiative. On May 6, 2025, the City 
Bar held the portrait unveiling event, attended by hundreds of legal 
professionals.  
 
Justice Ellerin now joins other notable female legal professionals on 
the walls of one of the most esteemed and historic bar associations 
in the United States. Her legacy of advancing women’s rights and 
equality, of championing civil and human rights, and her tireless life-
long dedication to help women succeed will continue to inspire to 
future generations of women in 
the legal profession and 
beyond. 



PLANNED PARENTHOOD OF GREATER NEW YORK 

The President’s Special Award 
  
Planned Parenthood of Greater New York (PPGNY) is a leading provider, educator, and fierce advocate of 

sexual and reproductive health care in New York State and is a committed partner to advance equity and 

improve health outcomes for all.   
 

Our vision is to build a world where all communities have full access to innovative, high-quality, affordable, 

evidence-based sexual and reproductive health services, which will always include abortion, whenever, 

wherever, and however they are needed. 
 

PPGNY’s health centers offer patients a wide range of services in-person and by telehealth.  PPGNY is a 

trusted source of medically accurate, evidence-based information that empowers people to make informed 

decisions about their health and future.  
 

As a voice for reproductive freedom, PPGNY supports legislation and policies that ensure all New Yorkers 

have access to the full range of reproductive health services and education.  
 

We approach our work through a reproductive justice lens, seeking to break down the barriers that prevent 

individuals from accessing the health care and information they need and deserve. 
 
 

Learn more, become an activist or volunteer, and book an appointment at 

ppgreaterny.org.

SAFE HORIZON 

The President’s Special Award 
  
Safe Horizon is the largest victim services organization in the country. Every year, 250,000 people who have 

experienced violence, abuse, or exploitation seek safety through their services. They offer immediate and 

practical support like a hot meal, someone to talk to, and a safe place to sleep, as well as deep, ongoing 

services such as mental health counseling, help finding a place to live and to work, and assistance navigat-

ing oppressive and often racist systems. Safe Horizon believes that everyone deserves to feel safe in their 

communities, homes, bodies, and minds. Because safety is a human right.  

 

 

Accepting the award on behalf of Safe Horizon is Stacy Schecter, Esq., Director of the Safe Horizon 

Domestic Violence Law Project (DVLP).  DVLP is a family law practice of 10 attorneys and legal advocates 

who support low-income survivors of abuse in New York City. Stacy is an experienced family law attorney 

with 15 years spent assisting litigants in NYC Family Court.  Prior to joining Safe Horizon in 2018, Stacy 

spent four years as a Court Attorney to the Hon. Linda Tally at Bronx Family Court, overseeing child abuse 

and neglect matters. Stacy also litigated child welfare matters on behalf of the city with Administration for 

Children's Services at the start of her legal career. She also has teaching experience as an adjunct profes-

sor of government and law at CUNY Queensborough. Stacy is a proud graduate of Hofstra University 

School of Law and the University of Delaware. 



NYWBA - OUR STORY 

 

Well behaved women rarely make history. 
 

~Laurel Thatcher Ulrich 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New York Women’s Bar Association was organized after several women (who 
became our “founders”) applied for membership to the Association of the Bar of the City of 
New York [now New York City Bar Association] and other bar associations and were denied 
admission solely because they were women. When founder Hilda G. Schwartz [later Judge 
Schwartz] applied to the ABCNY, she was told, “We have no restroom facilities for women.“ 
 

NYWBA’s Certificate of Incorporation was filed in 1935 on Hilda Schwartz's blue 
backs, was based squarely on the Certificate of Incorporation of the NYC Bar, including all 
of the “purpose” provisions of a full service bar association - with the exception of a single 
additional provision, which reads: “To define and elevate the status of women.” 
 

As shown in the following pages, and in biographies of our Founders, Presidents and 
Advisory Counsel members, NYWBA has an illustrious and fascinating history. Its mission 
throughout these 90 years has been to advance, elevate and protect the rights of women.  We 
hope you enjoy sharing our memories and that you will join our story and help foster our 
mission.

Three of our Founders: Lillian Kooperstein, Hon. Hilda G. Schwartz and Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag: 



In 1936, just two years after its founding, the NYWBA held a reception for fifty young female lawyers who had been
admitted to the First and Second Departments, so that they could ask questions of other leaders in the profession
concerning the application of legal knowledge for securing fundamental rights for both men and women. 

In September 1949, NYWBA urged that a woman, specifically ex-President Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag, be considered for
a new Federal District Court judgeship for the Southern District of New York.  The Democratic party organizations, who 
recommended candidates to then-President Truman, failed to select either Judge Shientag or Thurgood Marshall.  It was not
until 1966 that a woman or minority was appointed to that court - Hon. Constance Baker Motley, the first woman to serve
as a U.S. District Court Judge in New York, and the first African American to serve as a federal Judge in the United States.

Judge Florence Perlow Shientag, Frieda Lorber, and NYWBA colleagues, circa 1942

Hon. Birdie Amsterdam, NYWBA President Mary R. Cowell
(Ross), Hon. Mary Donlon, and event chair Norma Z. Paige
(later President, 1958-59) at an NYWBA Reception and Tea

in December 1955 (l. to r.)

"Men-Only" Bar Associations Begin to See the Light (1937) 

In 1937, the New York City Bar allowed the NYWBA to hold its second reception at its building, and more than
200 women gathered for a triumphant celebration of the first time in sixty-eight years when women were allowed
in that facility on equal terms with men. The following May, the City Bar voted to accept women members, and
then-NYWBA President Rose Lehman Stein expressed the hope that "other bar associations which still stubbornly
keep out a large group of lawyers because of their sex will do likewise."  Many of our Founders were among the
first group of the thirteen women sworn in as City Bar members in 1938.

NEW YORK WOMEN’S BAR ASSOCIATION ANNUAL LUNCHEON, MAY 21, 1949
ORIGINAL PHOTO GIFT OF THE FAMILY OF THE HON. FRIEDA LEVIN LORBER



The Evolution of Marriage and Divorce Laws

On December 30, 1948, The New York Times reported that the NYWBA supported liberalization of New York State
divorce laws. The NYWBA committee report recommended stringent residential requirements to prevent divorce from becom-
ing too easy, and urged that, in addition to adultery, "cruel and inhuman treatment, willful conduct, abandonment, non-sup-
port, conviction of a felony and habitual intemperance should be added to the grounds for divorce in this state."

In the 2000’s, NYWBA and the other Women’s Bar Chapters, through our statewide confederation, the Women’s Bar
Association of the State of New York, became the articulate and persuasive voice to allow for no fault divorce in New York
State, which eventually passed in 2010.

In the 2010’s, WBASNY participated in amicus curiae briefs before the U.S. Supreme Court supporting marriage equal-
ity for same sex couples, prevailing in Windsor v. U.S., which struck down the federal Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA).  In 2013
the U.S. Supreme Court struck down Section 3 of DOMA paving the way for federal recognition of same sex marriage.

NYWBA Reception in 1963 at the Roosevelt Hotel honoring Surrogates Cox and DiFalco - Hon. Freda Silbowitz 
(then President, center) and Norma Paige (later President, second from right)

NYWBA Silver Anniversary Luncheon, May 1959 - Hon. Beatrice Cass, Hon. Anna Kross, incoming President Lucille M.
Gannon, Norah K. Donovan (past President, 1953-55), outgoing President Norma Z. Paige, Hon. Margaret M.J. Mangan, and

Hon. Justine Wise Polier (l-r).  (The woman on the far right and the women in the foreground have not yet been identified)



On May 18, 1947, during the NYWBA annual luncheon, Magistrate 
Anna M. Kross charged that there was discrimination against women 
lawyers in the courts of this area.  A New York Times article quoted 
Magistrate Kross:  “There has never been a woman on the Federal 
district court bench,” she said, “or the surrogate's court.  Surely the 
latter, which was formerly known as the court for widows and 
orphans, is a place where women would be ideally suited to hold 
office.”  She added that in Queens County there never has been a 
woman lawyer on the court bench or in the district attorney's office.  
Additionally, it was reported that a nationwide committee had been 
formed to fight for the principle of jury service for women in all states 
on an equal basis with men.  At that time, in fourteen states, women 
could not serve on juries, and in fifteen others the right to serve was 
optional and could be denied simply based on gender.

The New York Times headline on May 12, 1957 was “Women Deplore Lawyer Barrier.”  Mary R. Cowell, 
past president of the NYWBA, commented on the all-too-common situation where law firm doors were 
closed to women, and was quoted as saying that “the chances for a woman lawyer to attain partnership sta-
tus are still slim ... salary rates are usually lower than a man's and consequently, a woman lawyer is fre-
quently forced to engage in [solo] private practice.”

22nd Annual Luncheon, New York Women’s Bar Association, May 12, 1956

NYWBA Officers (1941-42) meet at then-President  
Judge Shientag's Apartment

In June 1935, our sisters in the Bronx Women’s Bar 
Association adopted a resolution urging the two 
major parties to nominate a woman for one of the 
four municipal court justiceships created for that bor-
ough at the prior session of the Legislature.   The 
organization wrote:  
  

“... We seek the wholehearted cooperation 
of civic groups and other associations of 
women. About one-half the enrolled voters 
of Bronx County are women. This large 
group of citizens is represented by a mere 
handful of women in minor public offices. 
This discrimination is wholly unjustified. 
There are many women in Bronx County 
active and prominent in charitable, civic 
and community activities who are capable 
and intelligent and admirably qualified to 
hold public office. Among all the judges who 
sit in the various courts of Bronx County 
there is not one woman. Now is the time 
when this defect can be remedied.”



NYWBA Continues to Work on Domestic Violence Issues 
 
The NYWBA co-sponsored the Second Annual Conference on the Legal Rights of Battered 
Women in 1982. Participants represented thirteen counties and included assistant district attor-
neys, legal services and legal aid attorneys, law students, probation officers, social workers, and 
volunteers in shelters and on hotlines for battered women.  
 
This commitment has been unwavering. In 2004, WBASNY, NYWBA, and other women’s bars 
joined together to draft an amicus brief in Xiao Yang Chen v. Fischer, which resulted in the over-
ruling of a 25-year precedent and allowed victims of marital domestic violence to obtain a 
divorce from their abusive spouses and not lose the right to file subsequent tort cases for claims 
resulting from such abuse. In 2019, the New York Women’s Bar Association honored Hon. Judy 
Harris Kluger, then the executive director of Sanctuary for Families, with the President's Special 
Award.  
 
The NYWBA Membership Reception, which began with the donation of children's books, has 
shifted its focus to the pervasive problem of period poverty. Donations of period products and 
drug store cards are now collected for organizations that assist survivors of domestic violence 
and human trafficking.  In 2021, long-time NYWBA member and Domestic Violence Committee 
Chair Laura Russel was a recipient of the New York City Bar Annual Legal Services Award.

NYWBA was the major force behind the establishment of the 
Women's Bar Association of the State of New York in 
1980.  NYWBA Past President Joan Ellenbogen was WBASNY's 
first President, and many NYWBA members have served as 
WBASNY Presidents, Officers and Directors. 
 
Other NYWBA members who served as President of WBASNY 
include: Irene A. Sullivan (1984-1985); Myrna Felder (1986-

1987); Susan L. Bender (1992-1993), Doris S. Hoffman (1994-1995), Martha E. 
Gifford (2000-2001) and Deborah G. Rosenthal (2022-2023). 
 
NYWBA members recently honored with WBASNY awards are: Hon. Jacqueline W. 
Silbermann, recipient of the Joan L. Ellenbogen Award (2021); Myrna Felder,  
recipient of the Doris S. Hoffman Medal (2021); Amanda B. Norejko, recipient of the 
Marilyn R. Menge Award (2023), Amy Saltzman, recipient of the Hanna S. Cohen Pro 
Bono Award (2023) and Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff, recipient of the Judith S. Kaye Access 
to Justice Award (2025).  
 
During Ms. Rosenthal’s WBASNY presidency, the WBASNY Social Action Committee 
created an award-winning program, “Buy a Gift for a Domestic Violence Victim.”



In 2016 we honored past NYWBA and 
WBASNY President, Martha E. Gifford, 
by christening the annual program she 
started, What It’s Really Like to Practice Law 
as a Woman, The Martha E. Gifford 
Summer Program.

Hon. Judith S. Kaye, was the first female 
Chief  Judge of  the New York Court of  
Appeals, New York’s highest court.  She was 
also Honorary President of  JALBCA and an 
active member of  NYWBA and two other 
chapters of  WBASNY.  An esteemed jurist 
and leader, Chief  Judge Kay was also the 
recipient of  The NYWBA President's Special 
Award in 1985.

Rosie the Riveter's work was not the only war 

effort by women here in our country during WWII.  

On August 1, 1942, the American Women's 

Volunteer Services and NYWBA began a joint clinic 

during daylight hours to provide legal advice with‐

out charge for men in the Armed Services and their 

wives and families. On September 23, 1942, The 
New York Times reported that the NYWBA's Legal 

Advice Bureau decided to keep their office open 

for two more hours on one evening each week 

because of increased demand. Just two days later, 

the clinic chose to open additionally on Saturdays 

after the calls for help became so numerous.  The 

legal assistance was wide‐ranging.  Examples 

include securing deferment of financial commit‐

ments and putting a car in safekeeping for the 

duration of the war.  One of the group’s favorite 

cases was a frantic appeal by a young man on 

weekend leave who needed assistance in planning 

a wedding. The Bureau checked into which metro 

area state had the quickest marriage procedure 

and had the City Clerk mail the required forms to 

the groom so that the ceremony did not have to be 

delayed when they arrived. 

 

During the presidency of Judge Freda 

Silbowitz (1963‐64), the British bar trav‐

eled to the U.S. to learn more about our legal 

system. Two decades earlier, Judge Shientag 

and representatives of the NYWBA traveled 

to London to meet with British barristers, 

solicitors and judges in a similar exchange 

program. 

NYWBA Members enjoy Law Day in London, England



Sunday News, December 4, 1955, page 88.

Not enough women attorneys are seeking judicial posts in this city, two women

jurists declared yesterday.  Both deplored the scarcity of women judges.

Speaking at the annual reception of the New York Women's Bar Association, at

the Sheraton Astor Hotel, Judge Mary H. Donlon of the U.S. Customs Court

said that until her appointment by President Eisenhower, "no woman lawyer in

New York State had ever received a lifetime appointment to the Federal Court."

Judge Birdie Amsterdam, justice-elect of the City Court, said the comparatively

few women in public office "have clearly demonstrated their ability to serve in

that capacity."

In 1938, the NYWBA announced the adoption of a resolution urging all political parties to nominate a woman for
Supreme Court Justice in the First Judicial District.  The resolution pointed out that in other states women were
permitted to sit on the highest court of original jurisdiction and argued that "the standards of the administration
of justice would be upheld and advanced by the inclusion of women in the judiciary." It added that there were
women holding judicial office in the lower courts of this District who were qualified to serve as Supreme Court
Justice. The resolution was forwarded in December to Governor Lehman urging him to appoint a woman to fill
the vacancy on the Supreme Court bench.  The NYWBA also adopted a resolution urging the appointment of Hon.
Florence E. Allen of the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals to the United States Supreme Court.  It was not until
1981 that the first woman was appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court - Hon. Sandra Day O’Connor.

NYWBA and WBASNY Past President Joan Ellenbogen and NYWBA Past President 
Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, the first female Justice of the Supreme Court, 

Appellate Division, First Department and that Court’s first female Presiding Justice.

NYWBA hosts WBASNY at the WNBA’s 
New York Liberty, July 31, 2004

Spoken by a CEO/witness to attorneys at a recent,
very well-attended deposition:

"Well gentlemen, I can't say it was a pleas-

ure, but ladies it was a pleasure 

having you to look at, since we don't have a

window in this room."

How firms, companies, and male colleagues react
to such outrageous, sexist comments speaks vol-
umes about their values and the need to continue
to fight for women’s rights and equality in the pro-
fession.    



The Founding of JALBCA 
 

Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert is an important part of the 
Association’s history.  Founded in 1992 by lawyers and judges, JALBCA’s 
mission is focusing on the intersection of the law and breast cancer, to 
leverage the legal community's strength, passion, resources and expertise 
to promote awareness, early detection, treatment and support for all those 
affected by breast cancer; to provide programs that educate members of 

the profession about critical medical, legal and personal issues around breast cancer; and to support the 
breast cancer community at large by funding major, well-integrated legal and legally-related counseling 
programs, as well as state-of-the-art early detection initiatives.  We continue this commitment and honor 
our beloved colleagues who have struggled with and succumbed to this disease.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NYWBA, WBASNY, and many of the Association’s Presidents and members were directly involved in the 
founding of JALBCA.  This engagement continues to this day with NYWBA members serving as JALBCA 
Co-Presidents, on the JALBCA Board, and as JALBCA committee chairs.    

Susan SolomonDoris S. Hoffman

JALBCA 2025-2026 Officers (l. to r.):  Virginia A. LoPreto, Hon. Linda M. Capitti, Lauren Crane, Hon. Judy Kim, Hon, Mary Kay Vyskocil,  
Helen Gredd, Matthew Schwartz, Magnolia D. Levy, Hon. Leslie A. Stroth, Ilene Jaroslaw, Rian A. Silverman

Hon. Lisa Margaret SmithCynthia Rubin



NYWBA HISTORY - FOUNDERS, PAST PRESIDENTS AND ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

The New York Women's Bar Association’s Founders, Presidents and Advisory Council members are an illustrious 
group.  We are honored to present brief highlights of their careers and work with the Association.  Due to the passage 
of time, we do not have complete histories for some of them.  We invite the submission of information and photos to 
document and preserve our history and archives.  Please send relevant material to History@nywba.org. 

FOUNDERS 
 
The New York Women’s Bar Association was founded in 1934 by six attor-
neys who had been denied admission to other bar associations solely 
because they were women. NYWBA incorporated as a not-for-profit bar 
association in 1935, and the official Certificate of Incorporation was signed 
by eleven women (in this order):  
 

Hon. Hilda G. Schwartz was a Founder, President 
(1939-1949), Vice President and the first Secretary of the 
NYWBA. A high school valedictorian, she attended NYU 
for undergraduate and law school. When she signed the  
Certificate of Incorporation, she was an attorney with 
offices at 165 Broadway and lived in the Bronx.  At a time 

when there was crushing discrimination against women, she was the first 
female Director of Finance for New York City, served as Secretary of the 
Board of Estimate, and was a judge for 24 years. She was also active with 
the New York County Lawyers’ Association, serving on the Professional 
Ethics Committee in the 1960’s. She retired as a Justice of the Supreme 
Court in 1983, at 76. She was married to lawyer Herman Schwartz, and 
they had a practice together in Manhattan and lived in Greenwich Village.  
They also helped found the Village Temple. Judge Schwartz passed away 
in 1998.  
 
Estelle Ruth Grollman Kane was admitted to the New York bar in 1933.  
At the time of NYWBA’s incorporation, her offices were located at 51 
Chambers Street in Manhattan, and she lived in Brooklyn.  She passed 
away in 1998. 
 
Lauretta Rose was admitted to the bar in 1932. At the time of NYWBA’s 
incorporation, she was an attorney with offices at 1450 Broadway, and she 
lived in the Bronx.  Starting in the mid-1930’s, she served as a referee in 
the determination of real estate property rights and transfers.   
 

Rose Lehman Stein graduated from NYU Law School in 
1922 and was admitted to the New York bar in 1923. She 
received an LL.M. from NYU Law School in 1925. She 
became the first female president of the New York 
University Club in 1922, served for three terms as 
NYWBA’s first President (1934-1938), and she became 

the first female president of the NYU Law Alumni Association in 1955. At the 
time of NYWBA’s incorporation, she lived and worked in Manhattan, with 
offices at 277 Broadway.  She was also active with the New York County 
Lawyers’ Association, serving on the Legal Education and Admission to the 
Bar Committee and chairing the Revision of the NYS Constitution 
Committee in the early 1960’s.  In the 1970’s, she moved to North Miami 
Beach, Florida.  She passed away in 1985. 
 
Margaret Fuller Karlin was born in 1903.  She graduated from NYU Law 
School in 1925 and was admitted to the New York bar in 1926. She was 
married to Ralph Kerbs, also a graduate of NYU Law, Class of 1920.  When 
the NYWBA was incorporated, she lived in Brooklyn and had an office at 76 

William Street in Manhattan.  She was later an attorney for, and an officer 
of, the Tenants Association of New York, which in 1960 (when she was a 
Vice President) had a membership of 4,000. She was President of the NYU 
Law Alumni Association during the 1950’s and 1960’s. After she passed 
away in 1982, a scholarship was established in her name at NYU Law 
School.  
 
Doris Silver Freeman was an attorney in Manhattan.  At the time of 
NYWBA’s incorporation, her offices were located in the Woolworth Building, 
and she lived in Brooklyn.  While we have been unable to find much docu-
mentation about Ms. Freeman’s legal career, Founder and past President 
Florence Perlow Shientag remembered her as “serious, hard working, and 
an excellent parent.” 
 
Beatrice R. Fliegel was a graduate of NYU Law School in 1922.  At the 
time of NYWBA’s incorporation, she lived and worked in Manhattan, and 
her offices were at 225 Broadway. 
 
Minnie Kelter (Goldberg) was a graduate of Hunter College and NYU Law 
School. At the time of NYWBA’s founding, she lived and worked in 
Manhattan, with offices at 11 West 42nd Street.  She went on to become a 
Director of the Bronx Women’s Bar Association, President of the Bronx 
Professional and Business Women’s Group, and a member of the Ulster 
County Bar Association. Her husband Maurice Goldberg was an Assistant 
Attorney General for New York State. She moved from New York City to 
Woodstock in 1948, and she passed away in 1960.  
 
Freda Spinard (Kole Baileson) was a 1922 graduate of NYU Law School 
(LLB). At the time of NYWBA’s incorporation, she lived in Woodhaven 
(Queens) and worked at 39 Broadway in Manhattan.  After serving as a 
Founder of NYWBA, Ms. Spinard was elected President of the Queens 
Women’s Bar Association in January 1936. She passed away in 1947.  
 
Lillian B. Garrell was admitted to the New York bar in 1933.  At the time of 
NYWBA’s incorporation, she lived in Brooklyn, and her offices were located 
at 551 Fifth Avenue.  She passed away in 1986. 
 
Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag (Frankel) received a 
Bachelor of Science from NYU (1929) and law degree 
from NYU School of Law (1931). She was Law Secretary 
to NYC Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia and then clerked for 
Thomas Dewey, Special Prosecutor in NY County.  In 
1941, she became a Judge of the Domestic Relations 
Court (predecessor to Family Court). In 1943, she became an Assistant 
United States Attorney for the Southern District of New York, the first 
woman prosecutor in the Criminal Division. In 1954, she established a pri-
vate practice in domestic relations and the representation of artists.  She 
was the first woman to successfully argue a First Amendment case before 
the U.S. Supreme Court (1954). She served as NYWBA President (1941-
1942), Officer, Director, and Committee Chair, and was an active member 
for more than 60 years.  She was also in the first class of women admitted 
as a member of the New York City Bar in 1937 and served as Chair of its 



Committee on Law and the Arts.  She became the first female elected to 
the NYCLA Board of Directors of the New York County Lawyers’ 
Association (1942-1949) and chaired its Committee on the Domestic 
Relations Court.  She was a member of the National Committee on 
Wiretapping and Electronic Surveillance and served on the Boards of the 
United Nations Development Corporation and the Franklin and Eleanor 
Roosevelt Institute.  Prior to her passing in 1997 at the age of 102, she 
underwrote an annual $10,000 NYWBA scholarship for law students, and 
thanks to her generous bequest NYWBA is able to provide CLE to current 
members for free. 
 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
 
1934-38 – Rose Lehman Stein was a Founder and served for three terms 
as NYWBA’s first President (see profile above under “Founders”).  
 
1938-39 – Jenet Kaplan Brown earned her law degree from Brooklyn Law 
School and was admitted to the bar in 1929. During her Presidency, Ms. 
Brown and then-Secretary Jeannette Harris were featured in a New York 
Times article about NYWBA’s resolution urging the nomination of women 
Supreme Court Justices in the First Judicial District and the appointment of 
Judge Florence E. Allen of the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. In 1942, during World War II, Ms. Brown was Chairman of 
American Women’s Voluntary Services, which partnered with NYWBA to 
open and staff a clinic to provide urgent legal services to military personnel 
and their families who could not afford counsel.   
 
1939-40 – Hon. Hilda G. Schwartz, Founder and Past President (see pro-
file above under “Founders”).  

 
1940-41 – Lillian M. Kooperstein, born on the Lower 
East Side to an Orthodox Jewish family, was admitted to 
practice in 1925. Upon graduation from NYU Law School, 
she obtained a clerkship at a law office, which was then 
a prerequisite to sit for the bar. Upon passing the bar, she 

opened a law office with her brother, Moses, and practiced matrimonial law 
in the 1920's and 1930's. During World War II, and for 30 years thereafter, 
she was a sole practitioner. Married in 1949 to a law school classmate, 
Joseph Goldberg, she shared office space with her husband on Broadway.  
She also served as President of the Council of Jewish Women.  Ms. 
Kooperstein had a well-deserved reputation for serious devotion to the rule 
of law, and during the late 1980's and early 1990's, long after she closed 
her practice, she sat as an Administrative Law Judge - well into her early 
90's!  She passed away in 1998.  
 
1941-42 – Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag, Founder and Past President 
(see profile above under “Founders”). 
 
1942-43 – Isabel Joffe graduated from Brooklyn Law School and was 
admitted to the New York bar in 1928. In addition to her work with the 
NYWBA and on the war effort, she was an active member of the New York 
County Lawyers’ Association, serving on the Military Jurisprudence 
Committee. She passed away in 1961.  
 
1943-44 – Marie C. Connolly graduated from Fordham Law School in 
1933 and was admitted in 1934. She held many positions on the Board 
before she was elected President.  She lived in Queens, and early NYWBA 
Presidents and colleagues remembered her fondly. 
 
1944-45 – Adelaide Burkan Bodow was born in 1912, and she graduated 
from NYU and NYU Law School, where she was the only woman in her 

class. She was admitted to the bar in New York in 1940 and practiced law 
at Schwartz & Froehlich with her uncle, Nathan Burkan, a founder of the 
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP). They 
represented such notables as Charlie Chaplin, Mary Pickford, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Mae West, Gloria Morgan Vanderbilt, Arnold Rothstein, Samuel 
Goldwyn, and Al Jolson. Ms. Bodow's work with the firm is mentioned in a 
2020 biography entitled, Adventures of a Jazz Age Lawyer:  Nathan Burkan 
and the Making of American Popular Culture.  Among other accomplish-
ments during her Presidency, she persuaded the NYS Chief Judge to 
speak at a NYWBA event for the first time, which brought recognition in law 
publications and increased the stature of the NYWBA. She remained active 
in NYWBA for decades, chairing the Judiciary Committee in the 1960’s. 
She married Edward L. Bodow in 1939, shortly before she was admitted, 
and they had three children.  She later worked part-time at Schwartz & 
Froelich through the remainder of her career. Ms. Bodow passed away in 
Miami, Florida in March 2000.   
 
1945-47 – Jeannette H. Harris served for 10 years on the staff of the New 
York Attorney General’s Office, Labor Bureau, before she went into private 
practice in 1944.  She held several positions in the NYWBA before becom-
ing President, and she spoke out publicly on the importance of ensuring 
that women were able to continue to retain employment after the end of 
World War II.  After the war and through the 1950's and 1960's, she testified 
numerous times before the U.S Congress, New York State Legislature, 
before bar associations, and in other forums on child labor laws and in 
favor of equal rights for women in employment.  In the late 1940’s and early 
1950’s, she was an officer of the Women’s Trade Union League. During the 
mid- to late-1950’s she was President of the New York Workmen's 
Compensation Bar Association.  
 
1947-49 – Esther Glantz served as Secretary for three years and Vice 
President prior to her Presidency. She graduated from NYU in 1934 and 
NYU Law School in 1936. She and Joseph F. McCloy were partners in the 
law firm of McCloy & Glantz.  She married Dr. Chester Kremer, a professor 
of chemistry at CUNY, in 1951, and they had two children. She was also 
active in New York County Lawyers’ and the New York City Bar, chairing 
committees for both associations.  
 
1949-51 – Hon. Frieda Levin Lorber graduated summa 
cum laude from NYU and received her law degree from 
NYU Law School in 1938. She received an LL.M. from 
Columbia Law School in Comparative and International 
Law in 1959. She worked for the Department of 
Investigations of the City of New York, served as a Judge for Small Claims 
Court, worked with Jewish philanthropies, and was a member of the 
International Federation of Women Lawyers and a representative to the 
United Nations Human Rights Community. She also chaired the Law 
Alumni Association at NYU Law School. She studied piano and voice at the 
Institute of Musical Art (now Julliard), sang as a mezzo-soprano with the 
chorus of the Metropolitan Opera in the 1920’s, and was a member of the 
New York Oratorio Society. She passed away in 1976.  
 
1951-53 – Julia Perles graduated from Brooklyn Law 
School in 1937.  She is widely considered to have played 
the leading role as chair of the committee that brought 
about the passage of New York State's equitable distribu-
tion law, which went into effect in 1980. This law brought 
a revolutionary change in the practice of matrimonial law and in the rights 
of marital partners. Until her death in 1998, Ms. Perles was affiliated with 
Phillips Nizer Benjamin Krim and Ballon, LLP, where she became a partner 
in 1970 and headed the firm's matrimonial practice. Before that, she was 



an associate at Schwartz & Froehlich from 1942 to 1952, and then a part-
ner at Greenbaum Wolff & Ernst. Ms. Perles was also a fellow of the 
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and a member of the “Dirty 
Thirty,” an organization of American lawyers who were prominent in the 
field of matrimonial law.  

 
1953-55 – Norah K. Donovan graduated from NYU Law 
School in 1945 and was admitted in 1946. She served for 
many years as the attorney in charge of copyright mat-
ters for the American Broadcasting Company.  She was 
also an officer and Corporate Secretary of the Audio and 

Video Products Corporation during the 1950’s.  She held numerous lead-
ership positions in the NYWBA, and past Presidents fondly remember her 
accomplishments, athletic prowess, and sense of fun.  After her 
Presidency, she was appointed to chair several New York County Lawyers’ 
Association committees, including the Municipal Court Committee, the 
Committee on Discipline, and the Committee on the Unlawful Practice of 
Law. She was also involved in charitable works.   

 
1955-57 – Mary Riepma Cowell Ross graduated from 
Vassar in 1932 and received her law degree in 1938 from 
Memphis State University [now University of Memphis 
Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law]. In the early 1940’s, 
she worked for the government in Washington, D.C., 

chiefly in the Office of Alien Property of the U.S. Justice Department, and 
was affiliated with Cromelin, Townsend and Kirkland.  She moved to New 
York in 1946 to work for Royal, Koegel & Rogers [which became Rogers & 
Wells and is now Clifford Chance LLP], where she became an expert in 
wills, trusts and estates.  She joined NYWBA in 1948, and before her 
Presidency she served as Vice President, Corresponding Secretary, 
Director, and member of the Judiciary, By-Laws, Legislation, and Equal 
Opportunities for Women Committees.  After her term, she served on the 
Advisory Council for more than 50 years.  She was also active in the 
American Bar Association, the National Association of Women Lawyers, 
and the New York City Bar.  In 1961, she opened a solo practice and 
became active in philanthropic work, serving on the Board of the Merce 
Cunningham Dance Foundation, the Central Park Community Fund, the 
University of Nebraska Foundation, and other organizations.  In the 1970’s 
and 1980’s, she competed in amateur ballroom events, and in 1989 she 
donated $3.5 million to establish the Mary Riepma Ross Film Theatre at the 
University of Nebraska.  She passed away in 2013 at the age of 102. 

 
1957-58 – Anna Oberwager received her bachelor's and 
master's degrees from NYU in 1909 and 1910. In later 
years, she studied at Fordham University.  She was 
admitted to the bar in 1916.  She and her husband, Hon. 
Charles A. Oberwager, a New York City magistrate, were 

law partners, and they had two children, three grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.  She also served as a court referee.  Their son Edwin 
Oberwager served as an Assistant Attorney General for New York State 
and as a Justice of the New York Supreme Court.  Ms. Oberwager passed 
away in 1987 at age 98.  

 
1958-59 – Norma Z. Paige received her A.B. and J.D. 
degrees from NYU and was admitted to the bars of the 
New York State and the United States Supreme Court.  
She and her husband Samuel Paige wed in 1945, and 
they founded the Paige & Paige law firm in 1946; she 

continued her private practice until 2000.  In 1959, she and her brother 
founded Astronautics Corporation of America, which designs and manufac-
tures sophisticated avionics and navigation equipment.  She held many 

offices in that company over the years, including Executive Vice President 
and Chairman of the Board of Directors, and after her retirement, she 
remained Chairman Emeritus. From 1988 to 2001, she also served 
Kearfott Corporation as Executive Vice President and a member of its 
Board of Directors.  In addition to her service on our Board and as 
President, Ms. Paige contributed mightily to NYWBA’s history, providing 
precious photos and archival materials documenting our story.  She was 
also a mentor to many NYWBA Presidents.  She was a member of the 
Board of Trustees of NYU Law School, she endowed NYU’s Norma Z. 
Paige Professorship of Law, and she received several awards from NYU 
Law School. She received numerous other awards, including the 
Jabotinsky Award, presented by Menachem Begin, former Prime Minister 
of Israel. Ms. Paige passed away in 2017, and her husband of 60 years 
passed away in 2015.  Their two daughters and sons-in-law all attorneys.  
 
1959-60 – Lucille M. Gannon was associated with 
Sherman & Sterling for many years. She was admitted 
to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court in 1960.  She 
was active in the NYWBA for decades, serving as 
Treasurer, in other Officer positions, on the Board, and 
as the Chair of many committees. In the year after her Presidency, she 
chaired the Continuing Legal Education Committee. She passed away in 
1978.  
 
1960-61 – Marie Mallot was born in 1921. She worked as a legal secretary 
at Kurzman, Karelsen & Frank in the early 1940's. Noticing that she was 
extremely bright, several attorneys at the firm encouraged her to attend law 
school at night, which she did. She was the only woman in her class when 
she graduated from Fordham Law School in 1946, and she was admitted 
to the bar in 1947. In addition to serving as a NYWBA President, Officer, 
Director and Committee Chair, she was active with New York County 
Lawyers’ Association, chairing several committees over the years.  Ms. 
Mallot spent her entire legal career practicing estates law at Kurzman, 
Karelsen & Frank. She retired in 1976, but she continued doing work for 
the firm into her retirement.  
 
1961-62 – Hon. Florence Raider Zimmerman graduated 
from Hunter College in 1937, with a degree in Economics 
and recipient of Hunter’s Constitutional Law Prize. She 
received her law degree from New York Law School in 
1941, one of only two women in her class.  She was 
admitted to the bar in 1941. During college, she interned with NYC Deputy 
License Commissioner and feminist icon Dorothy Kenyon, and she later 
became an attorney for the New York City Rent and Housing Administration. 
An expert on rent control, she successfully argued before the NY Court of 
Appeals on a precedent-setting case involving the application of rent control 
to properties that were claimed to be “hotels.”  She was admitted to the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 1954. Judge Zimmerman was also active in the New York 
County Lawyers’ Association, where she served as a Committee Chair, and 
she was active in the American Bar Association.  She was appointed a NYC 
Civil Court Judge in 1971.  She also served as counsel for the Hunter 
College Alumnae Association after her retirement from the judiciary. In 2018, 
at age 103, Judge Zimmerman attended Hunter College’s Alumni 
Celebrations as the school’s oldest living graduate and as an esteemed 
member of Hunter’s “Alumni Hall of Fame.”  She passed away in 2019.   
 
1962-63 – Ethel F. Beaver graduated from NYU Law School in 1951 and 
was admitted to the bar the same year. She was a member of the firm 
Korkus & Korkus, where she practiced commercial, real estate and labor 
law.  She was married to Dr. Kurt Berliner, a cardiologist. She served as a 
NYWBA President, Officer, Director and Committee Chair.  



1963-64 – Hon. Freda Silbowitz was born in 1915, and 
she pumped gas at her father's service station in the 
Bronx when she was a girl. After graduating from Hunter 
College in 1935 (Phi Beta Kappa), she received her law 
degree from Columbia Law School in 1937 and was 

admitted to the New York bar in 1938. After many years in private practice, 
she was appointed a Judge of the New York County Family Court.  During 
her tenure with the NYWBA, she was a Board member, Officer, and chaired 
several Committees, and as President she organized a United Nations 
Reception for members of the British Bar who traveled to the United States 
to exchange knowledge and insights about the two countries’ respective 
legal systems.  Later in life, she became a “snow bird,” splitting time 
between homes in Halladale, Florida and New York City, and practicing law 
in both locations. She passed away on December 11, 2013 at the age of 
98, having been predeceased by her beloved husband Murray Hertz. 
 
1964-65 – Shirley Perles Thau was admitted to the bar in 1947, having 
graduated in 1946 from NYU Law School and Hunter College.  Over the 
years, she practiced in many areas, including international law, trusts and 
estates, and litigation. She became a senior partner in the law firm of Wolf 
Popper.  She then became a principal at Gruen, Muskin & Thau, which she 
left in 1986 when she moved her practice to Boca Raton, Florida.  She was 
very active with NYWBA and also with other bar associations, and she 
chaired several NYCLA Committees.  She passed away in Florida in 2014. 
 
1965-66 – Bessie D. (Wilensky) Goldberg served as President of both 
the NYWBA and the Nassau/Suffolk County Women’s Bar Association. 
She was an attorney for the Legal Aid Society and rose to the position of 
Attorney-in-Charge of its Rockaway Office. She and her husband, Hyman 
Goldberg, had four children, as well as grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren. She passed away in 2007.  
 

1966-67 – Fannie J. Klein was admitted to the bar in 
1928. In addition to lecturing and authoring several legal 
works, she received numerous awards. An expert on 
court reform, Ms. Klein was most thrilled when she was 
named the first woman Professor of the NYU Law School 
in 1958. She was also the librarian, assistant director, 

and associate director of NYU School of Law’s Institute of Judicial 
Administration, which was established in 1952 to promote greater efficien-
cy in court administration throughout the nation. Ms. Klein was a member 
of the Judicial Selection Committee for the Supreme Court in New York City 
in 1968. After 1975, she practiced law in Surrogate's Court and Supreme 
Court, where she often served as a guardian, conservator and referee.  In 
1983, she was a recipient of the American Jurdicature Society’s Herbert 
Harley Award for her “efforts to promote the effective administration of jus-
tice.”  She passed away in 1984.  
 
1967-68 – (Mabel) Marie Whitesell Balboa was active in the Association 
for many years. In the 1960’s, she was a Committee Chair, Director and 
Officer. In 1967, she co-authored an article with Mary R. Cowell Ross in the 
Women’s Law Journal (Vol. 53) concerning the United Nations.  Among 
other roles, she represented the NYWBA in its relationships with other bar 
associations.  Records indicate that she was an attorney for the U.S. 
Department of Justice.  Founder and Past President Hon. Florence Perlow 
Shientag remembered her in later years as a lovely person.  She passed 
away in 1997. 
 
1968-69 – Doris Sassower graduated from Brooklyn College (Phi Beta 
Kappa) and NYU School of Law (1955).  During her Presidency, she was 
a featured speaker at the National Conference of Bar Presidents on the 

pervasive discrimination against female attorneys.  She was active in many 
bar associations, including serving on NYSBA’s Judiciary Committee. In 
1970-71 she was President of the New York Phi Beta Kappa Alumnae 
Assn.  After her retirement from law practice, Ms. Sassower was the co-
founder and director of the Center for Judicial Accountability.  She has 
three grown children.  She passed away in 2019. 
 
1969-70 – Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin was the first 
woman appointed to serve as an Associate Justice of the 
Appellate Division for the First Department and the first 
female Presiding Justice of that Court.  Elected to the 
bench in 1976, she was the first woman to serve as 
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge of NYS for the New York City Courts. 
She is Chair of the NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts, Chair 
of the NYS Continuing Legal Education Board, member of the NYS 
Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics, and Vice Chair of the First 
Department Committee on Character and Fitness, among her many other 
activities.  She is a Founder and Director of WBASNY and JALBCA and 
was President of the National Association of Women Judges. Among her 
innumerable awards are the NYWBA President’s Special Award (twice); 
the WBASNY Betty Weinberg Ellerin Mentoring Award (established in her 
honor); the American Bar Association Commission on Women in the 
Profession’s Margaret Brent Women’s of Achievement Award, the NYS 
Association of Women Judges Leadership Award, and the NYWBA 
Florence E. Allen Award. Upon retiring from the bench in 2005, she joined 
Alston & Bird LLP as Senior Counsel in the firm’s Litigation and Trial 
Practice Group.  She also joined JAMS, where she conducts mediations 
and arbitrations in complex matters.  She has three children and three won-
derful grandchildren. Justice Ellerin’s late husband Milton was an active 
trial lawyer and was always very supportive of her aspirations and accom-
plishments. 
 
1970-71 – Dr. Edith Lond Fisch was confined to a 
wheelchair due to childhood polio, but she did not let that 
limit her accomplishments. She earned a B.S. in chem-
istry from Brooklyn College, was the first person to earn 
all degrees awarded by Columbia Law School (LL.B., 
LL.M. and Jur.Sc.D.), and the first woman to earn a Jur.Sc.D. from 
Columbia. In private practice, she focused on trusts and estates. In 1959, 
she published Fisch on New York Evidence, widely used by bench and bar 
and as a law school text. In addition to nearly forty law review articles, she 
authored The Cy Pres Doctrine in the United States (1951) and Charities 
and Charitable Foundations (1974). Appointed an Assistant Professor at 
New York Law School in 1963, the school’s first female law professor. She 
later returned to private practice and passed away in 2006. In 2009, 
Columbia unveiled a plaque honoring Dr. Fisch, who bequeathed $1.8 mil-
lion to endow the Law Library Collection in perpetuity.  
 
1971-72 – Mathilda Miller Cuneo graduated from NYU Law School in 
1926 and was admitted in 1928. She was the first woman member of the 
Bronx County Bar Association in 1945 and a Trustee and benefactor of the 
Bronx-Riverdale YM-YWHA. Ms. Cuneo chaired the Matrimonial Law 
Committee, and in 1966 undertook a special but unfulfilled project to enact 
legislation allowing for divorce if a spouse had an illegitimate child after liv-
ing apart from his/her spouse five or more years. The New York Times 
noted that this “‘very important ground for divorce’ would remove the stigma 
of illegitimacy from thousands of children, many of whom are not aware 
that their parents are not married.”  In later years, she also practiced real 
estate law. In 1991, she was honored by NYU Law School when it celebrat-
ed the 100th anniversary of its admission of women. She passed away in 
1997.  



1972-73 – Hon. Harriet E. Gair graduated from NYU 
School of Law, receiving her LLB in 1940 and began the 
practice of law at the firm of her husband, Harry A. Gair.  
In 1945, she became Managing Partner at Gair & Gair.  
From 1976 to 1981, she served as an elected Town 

Justice in Putnam County. During Judge Gair's term on the bench, she was 
engaged in civil and criminal law.  In addition, she was President of the 
Putnam Valley Free Library Board of Trustees, the Mid-Hudson Library 
System, and was a member of the Town Board of Putnam Valley. With 
Judge Gair’s continuing interest in Judaism, she devoted herself to worthy 
Jewish causes and jurisprudence, and was honored by the Institute of 
Jewish Humanities.  Judge Gair passed away in 2006 at the age of 100.  
Her son, Anthony Gair, was an active NYWBA member and sponsor, and 
partner in the successor firm of Gair, Gair, Conason, Steigman, Mackauf, 
Bloom & Rubinowitz until his passing.  

 
1973-74 – Joan Ellenbogen graduated from NYU Law 
School and was admitted to practice in 1965. With 
Marcia Goldstein, she formed Ellenbogen and Goldstein, 
P.C., with a practice limited to matrimonial and family law. 
She was a fellow of the American Academy of 

Matrimonial Lawyers, a Diplomate in the American College of Family Trial 
Lawyers, a member of the Joint Committee on Judicial Administration, a 
member of the Commission on Judicial Nominations to the Court of 
Appeals, and the first woman to chair the New York City Bar’s Executive 
Committee. She was a member of the First Department Disciplinary 
Committee, served on the Board of Trustees of the Legal Aid Society, and 
was listed in Best Lawyers in America. She was a Founder and the first 
President of WBASNY, and the WBASNY Founders Award has been 
renamed in her honor.  She was also a founder of the National Conference 
of Women’s Bar Associations.  She passed away in 2001.  

 
1974-75 – Sheila L. Birnbaum, Co-Chair of the Product 
Liability and Mass Torts Practice at Dechert, LLP, is one 
of the country's preeminent product liability defense 
lawyers.  She has served as national or lead counsel for 
many Fortune 500 companies and was previously head 

or co-head of the products liability practices at Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & 
Sullivan and Skadden, Arps.  She has argued many appeals, including 
before the U.S. Supreme Court, where she won three major cases. She 
has been named one of the leading products liability lawyers in the world 
by The International Who's Who of Product Liability, one of the ten most 
admired attorneys by Law 360, and one of the 25 most influential women 
by Crain’s New York Business.  As a court-appointed mediator, she 
achieved a $500 million settlement for 92 families of 9/11 victims.  In 2011, 
as Special Master of the September 11 Victims Compensation Fund, she 
distributed nearly $2 billion to additional claimants.  Ms. Birnbaum was the 
first woman to become a tenured professor at Fordham University Law 
School and was a Professor and Associate Dean at New York University 
Law School. In addition to serving as NYWBA President and in other bar 
leadership positions, she is a Founder and past Director of WBASNY, a 
founder of the National Conference of Women's Bar Associations, and the 
first Co-President of the Judges and Lawyers' Breast Cancer Alert. Her 
innumerable awards include the ABA Commission on Women in the 
Profession's Margaret Brent Women of Achievement Award, and the Milton 
S. Gould Award for Outstanding Appellate Advocacy.  She is a member of 
the Hunter College Hall of Fame.  
 
 
 
 

1975-76 – Florence B. Donohue was born in New York 
City in 1919. After becoming a widow, she moved with her 
five children to Louisville, Kentucky, where she attended 
the University of Louisville Law School, graduating 
magna cum laude. She returned to New York, and was 
admitted to the bar in 1960. She obtained a master’s degree in taxation at 
NYU Law School and became the editor of Prentice Hall’s Federal Tax 
Guide and a sought after tax expert on news programs. Among other 
accomplishments, Ms. Donohue participated in organizing the celebration 
of NYWBA’s 40th Anniversary.  She spent her later years living in her 
beloved Montauk, Long Island home.  She passed away in 2009.  
 
1976-77 – Myrna Felder is a graduate of NYU Law 
School and was admitted to the NYS bar in 1971.  She 
has been a popular lecturer for all major bar associations.  
As chair of NYSBA's Committee on Courts of Appellate 
Jurisdiction, she organized the State Bar's CLE program 
on Appellate Practice in 1989, which was presented bi-annually in each of 
the four judicial departments. She regularly taught at Summer Judicial 
Seminars, and throughout the year in training sessions for Matrimonial 
Judges and staff, newly elected Judges, Court Attorneys, and Special 
Referees. Since 1983, she has served on OCA’s Advisory Committee on 
Civil Practice and has also long been a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Office of the Appellate Defender (OAD). A founding member of 
Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert, Ms. Felder served as its first 
Membership Chair and later as Co-President.  She is a member of 
JALBCA’s Advisory Board.  For NYWBA, she served on our Board, as 
Secretary, and as Treasurer, before serving as President. The next few 
years were devoted to establishing WBASNY, of which she is a Founder 
and was President in 1986-87. She organized WBASNY's Matrimonial and 
Family Law Committee in 1983 – its first substantive committee, and she 
remains a resource at the state and local level.  Ms. Felder is the recipient 
of numerous awards, including the NYWBA President’s Special Award.    
  
1977-78 – Beverly Gross is a labor lawyer who limited 
her practice to labor arbitration and mediation, including 
ERISA.  During her career, she served as labor and ben-
efits counsel to NY Telephone Company; General 
Counsel to District Council 37 (American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Workers); General Counsel, New York State 
Division of Human Rights; Associate General Counsel, New York City 
Commission on Human Rights; and Assistant Corporation Counsel of New 
York City. She has had extensive experience in arbitration and mediation, 
as well as with the NYS Public Employment Relations Board and Civilian 
Complaint Review Board. She graduated from NYU Law School in 1969 
and joined NYWBA the same year. She also represented NYWBA on the 
Second Circuit Panel on Admissions and Grievances. 
 
1978-79 – Marcia C. Goldstein was a graduate of NYU 
Law School and was admitted in 1967. While NYWBA 
President, she was Associate General Counsel at 
Lehman Bros. Kuhn Loeb.  With Joan Ellenbogen, she 
formed Ellenbogen and Goldstein, P.C., practicing matri-
monial and family law. She was a founding member and Director of WBAS-
NY (1980-85). Ms. Goldstein chaired the New York City Bar Matrimonial & 
Family Law Committee; chaired the Executive Committee of the New York 
State Bar, Family Law Section; co-chaired the Subcommittee on Equitable 
Distribution; and was a member of the American Bar Association, Family 
Law Section. She was also appointed by then-Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye 
to serve as a member of the Matrimonial Commission of the State of New 
York.  She passed away in 2018. 



1979-80 – Andrea Hyde is Of Counsel to Bond 
Schoeneck & King in its trusts and estates department.  
She is a Fellow of the American College of Trust and 
Estate Counsel; a Member of the EPTL-SCPA Legislative 
Advisory Committee; a member of the Surrogate’s Court 

Advisory Committee to the Chief Administrative Judge of the Courts of the 
State of New York; a Fellow of the New York State Bar Association 
Foundation; a former Member of the Executive Committee of the Trusts 
and Estates Law Section of the New York State Bar Association and former 
Chair of its Life Insurance and Employee Benefits Committee; and a 
Founding Director of the Women’s Bar Association of the State of New 
York.  She has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America from 1999 to 
present and in Super Lawyers in the New York Metropolitan Area from 2007 
to present.  She is married to Dave Harrington, and she has two children, 
Kate Cimini, an attorney in Massachusetts, and Laura Cimini, a pediatric 
psychologist in New York  City.  She also has two wonderful grandchildren. 

 
1980-81 – Diane S. Wilner received her B.S. and M.A. 
from the City College of New York, and she graduated 
magna cum laude from Brooklyn Law School, where she 
was a Law Review editor. After being an associate of 
Skadden Arps, she and three colleagues formed its first 

spin-off. Later, she founded Wilner & Associates, P.C., which represented 
Fortune 500 corporations and institutions in diverse areas, including 
employment, products liability, insurance, and commercial litigation. Ms. 
Wilner is known for litigating complex cases at the cutting edge, including 
successfully trying the first case of a physician with AIDS, and handling 
major appeals. She has published and lectured widely. As NYWBA 
President and one of the first “Chapter Presidents” of WBASNY, she con-
tinued the smooth transition with then newly founded WBASNY and fur-
thered NYWBA's tireless efforts to open doors for women attorneys. She 
served as a trail blazer and role model for women litigators by showing that 
women can “first chair” large cases in federal and state courts, and by help-
ing women to succeed in the law and other professions.  

 
1981 – Hon. Karla Moskowitz is an arbitrator and medi-
ator with NAM. Until 2017, she was an Associate Justice 
of the Appellate Division, First Department. She became 
a judge in 1982, presiding in numerous courts, including 
the Commercial Division and the Medical Malpractice 

Part of the Supreme Court. She co-chaired numerous NYWBA committees 
and was the founder and Chair of the Referral Service. A breast cancer sur-
vivor, she was a Founder and past Co-President of JALBCA and is a mem-
ber of its Board of Directors. She also served as President of both the New 
York State Association of Women Judges and the National Association of 
Women Judges. She received her B.A. cum laude from Alfred University 
and her J.D. from Columbia Law School. Among her many awards are the 
Edith I. Spivak Award from NYCLA’s Women’s Rights Committee, 
WBASNY’s Joan L. Ellenbogen Founder’s Award, NYWBA’s Award of 
Special Recognition, and the Women of Valor Award from the Women’s 
Medical Association of New York City. In 2018, Justice Moskowitz was 
appointed a Special Master of the First Department’s pre-argument medi-
ation program. She also is an active member of NYSBA’s Commercial and 
Federal Litigation Section. She is a frequent panelist on commercial litiga-
tion, dispute resolution, and promotion of women in the law. Judge 
Moskowitz and her husband, retired attorney and longtime NYWBA mem-
ber Marvin Moskowitz, who sadly passed away in January of this year, 
have two children and four grandchildren. 
 
 
 

1981-82 – Irene A. Sullivan is a graduate of Mount 
Holyoke College, NYU, and Fordham University School 
of Law. She began her legal career in 1976 at Skadden, 
Arps, where she handled a wide variety of commercial 
matters, with an emphasis on antitrust and securities liti-
gation in federal courts and insurance coverage disputes. She was a part-
ner from 1982 to 2003 and served for several years as Head of the New 
York office. Ms. Sullivan was President of both NYWBA and WBASNY. She 
also served on numerous bar committees, including the City Bar 
Committee to Enhance Diversity in the Profession, Task Force on Women 
and the Profession, City Bar Public Service Network, and the Advisory 
Committee on Civil Practice. She was a member of the National Advisory 
Board, the NALP Foundation for Research and Education, and the ABA 
Task Force on Insurance Coverage Litigation. She also served on the 
Committee on Character and Fitness for the First Judicial Department. 
 
1982-83 – Hon. Leslie Crocker Snyder was the first 
woman to try both felony and homicide cases in the New 
York County District Attorney's Office, and she founded 
and led the Sex Crimes Prosecution Bureau, the first in 
the nation and a model for the country. She is a co-author 
of legislation, including NY's Rape Shield Law. She was appointed to the 
NYC Criminal Court in 1983 and thereafter to the NY Supreme Court and 
Court of Claims, presiding over many high-profile cases in her more than 
20 years as a judge. After she left the bench, she was a partner at 
Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman LLP. She is currently a consultant 
and lecturer. She has served on many boards, adopted a public school, 
and volunteered in the New Orleans criminal justice system for six months 
after Hurricane Katrina. She is the author of 25 to Life. She is the recipient 
of numerous awards, including NYWBA’s Hon. Florence Allen Award in 
2003. She and her husband have two grown sons and five grandchildren. 
  
1983-84 – Madeline C. Stoller received her J.D. in 1976 
from Fordham University School of Law. She was admit-
ted to the New York Bar in 1977 and thereafter to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. She has been a member of the New 
York City Bar since 1980 and has served as Chair, 
Product Liability Committee; Chair, Lawyers in Transition Committee; 
Chair, Public Service Resource Center; Member, Executive Committee and 
Nominating Committee; Delegate to the ABA House of Delegates; and 
Director on the City Bar Fund. She worked at Wyeth, a multinational phar-
maceutical company, for 27 years, rising to the level of Senior Corporate 
Counsel-Litigation, where she was responsible for personal injury, mass 
tort and commercial litigation for various divisions. She retired in 2007 and 
now enjoys spending her leisure time playing golf, kayaking, and cooking.  
 
1984-85 – Nancy M. Louden recently retired from The 
Estee Lauder Companies, as Senior Vice President, 
Global Public Affairs, after 25 years.  She is the principal 
of NML Consulting, LLC.  Nancy has served on a number 
of not-for-profit boards and is currently a director of The 
Burke Foundation. She lives in New York with her wife, 
Donna Dennis, and their son. 
 
1985-86 – Harriet Newman Cohen graduated from 
Barnard College (BA Latin, with Music minor, 1952) and 
Bryn Mawr (MA Latin, 1953).  After teaching mathematics 
while raising four daughters, she graduated from 
Brooklyn Law School (1974), where she was an editor of 
the Law Review. A matrimonial lawyer, she has been a champion of divorce 
reform and the rights of women and children. She helped negotiate and 



draft the NYS Equitable Distribution Law in 1980, and she co-wrote an 
analysis of the first 80 cases under that law.  Gov. Mario M. Cuomo appoint-
ed her to his Child Support Commission, which drafted the law that became 
the Child Support Standards Act in 1989. She is the author of The Divorce 
Book for Men and Women, A Step-by-Step Guide to Gaining Your Freedom 
Without Losing Everything Else. She has been voted a Super Lawyer in 
family law, writes an annual article on family law for the NY Law Journal, 
and has been designated as Super Lawyer and one of the Top 50 women 
attorneys and Top 100 attorneys in New York for many years. She remains 
in active practice in her firm, Cohen Stine Kapoor LLP.  In 2020, she was 
honored as Brooklyn Law School’s “Alumna of the Year.”  She is President 
of the Class of 1952 at Barnard and on the Board of Directors of the Lotos 
Club of New York City and the Stecher & Horowitz Foundation, which runs 
a biennial competition for gifted young pianists from around the world. 

 
1986-87 – Anne T. Schwab graduated from St. John's 
University School of Law in 1978. From 1980 to 1988, 
she was an associate in the litigation department at 
Emmet, Marvin & Martin. From 1989 to 1997, she was a 
Senior Counsel in the Legal Department of The Bank of 

New York, practicing in the litigation group and then in the commercial lend-
ing/private banking group. In 1997, she joined the legal department of 
Deutsche Bank, where she was a member of the Private Banking practice 
group. In 2004, she was made a Managing Director of the Bank.  She is 
now retired and spends part of each year in Florida, and volunteers in as a 
docent in the Naples Children's Garden and as a program assistant in the 
Enabling Garden of the Naples Botanical Garden.  

 
1987-88 – Dianne Abeloff graduated from Smith College 
in 1977 and Cardozo Law School in 1980.  In addition to 
serving as President, she held many NYWBA positions 
over the years, and she was a mentor to numerous 
NYWBA Presidents and Board members.  During her 30-

year career as an attorney with the Bureau of Professional Medical 
Conduct at the New York State Department of Health, Ms. Abeloff was 
responsible for overseeing investigations and prosecuting physicians for 
professional misconduct, ranging from sex abuse to gross deviations from 
accepted medical standards. For her expertise, distinction, and leadership, 
Ms. Abeloff received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the New York 
State Commissioner of Health.  She retired in April 2015 and passed away 
in 2016.  She and her husband, who predeceased her, were parents of two 
adult sons, whom they adored.   

 
1988-89 – Doris S. Hoffman graduated from Hunter 
College in 1964 and from NYU Law School in 1967.  She 
concentrated her practice in copyright and trademark law, 
and she spent nearly her entire career in partnership with 
her father and brother in Stoll, Stoll & Hoffman and suc-

cessor firms in New York City. She was a member of the Committee on 
Character and Fitness of the First Department, Chair of the NYCLA’s 
Intellectual Property Committee, and for several years she was a dedicated 
volunteer for City Meals on Wheels and the Judges and Lawyers Breast 
Cancer Alert. Ms. Hoffman was the mother of two children, Aaron and 
Judith, and the devoted wife of attorney and NYWBA member Stephen 
Hoffman for almost 29 years, until her untimely death in 1997. She served 
as President of WBASNY in 1994-95, and both NYWBA and WBASNY 
have named awards in her memory.  
 
 
 
 

1989-90 – Sandra W. Jacobson earned her LLB from 
Yale and was admitted in 1955.  She was a matrimonial 
and family law practitioner and litigator, and an early and 
zealous advocate for the passage of no-fault divorce in 
New York State. She served as President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, Director, and WBASNY Delegate. She chaired the 
Matrimonial & Family Law, Ethics, and Judiciary Committees. She was also 
active in the Westchester County Women’s Bar Association.  At WBASNY, 
she chaired the Amicus, Judiciary, CLE, and By-Laws Committees, and co-
chaired the Family & Matrimonial Law Committee. She wrote WBASNY’s 
amicus application and appellate brief in the Hartog equitable distribution 
case (85 N.Y.2d 36 (1995)), raising unique and critical issues that only 
WBASNY addressed. She also led the effort to establish WBASNY as an 
accredited CLE provider.  She organized and spoke at numerous NYWBA 
events, CLE programs and WBASNY Conventions.  She was a Fellow of 
the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and a founder of the 
Interdisciplinary Forum of Mental Health & Family Law.  She passed away 
in 2017, several years after retiring to North Carolina to be with family.   
 
1990-91 – Katharine S. J. Law grew up in the segregat-
ed South, where she witnessed injustice on a daily basis. 
Fifteen years after graduating from Radcliffe College, she 
enrolled in Fordham University School of Law, and she 
was admitted at the age of 40. She joined the Manhattan 
District Attorney's Office, where she tried senior citizen robbery and homi-
cide cases and met her mentor, Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin. In her mem-
oir, Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor refers to Ms. Law as one of 
her own mentors, describing her as “passionate about community service 
[and] infinitely patient with beginners.” Ms. Law spent six years in private 
practice while her children were growing up, then returned to work full time 
– as an Assistant Attorney General for New York State, and as a Law Clerk 
and Law Guardian in the First Department.  She was also a former director 
of the National Association of Childbearing Centers Foundation.  She 
retired to San Diego, where she enjoyed a lifelong passion for sailing and 
volunteered as a U.S. Coast Guard vessel safety examiner, with frequent 
visits to her three daughters and grandchildren. She passed away in 2014. 
 
1991-92 – Martha L. Golar received her B.A. in 
Economics at Cornell University and her J.D. from New 
York University Law School. She was an attorney at 
Joseph E. Seagram & Sons, Inc. (1982-1992), rising to 
the position of Senior Corporate Counsel. She is present-
ly supervising corporate counsel at the Port Authority of New York and New 
Jersey Law Department, handling transactional work at the region’s air-
ports, marine terminals, bus terminals and other facilities of the bi-state 
agency. She is a former Adjunct Professor with the Finance, Law and Tax 
Division of NYU's School of Continuing and Professional Studies. She 
served three terms as JALBCA Co-President, and she remains both a 
Director of JALBCA and Editor of its Newsletter, having previously also co-
chaired its signature Annual Symposium. Ms. Golar is a member and for-
mer chair of the NYC Bar Association’s Animal Law Committee, and she 
currently serves as an advisor to animal welfare organizations. Previously, 
she chaired the NYC Bar’s Health Law Committee and WBASNY’s Gender 
Bias and Finance Committees.   
 
1992-93 – Bobbi C. Sternheim litigates a broad range of 
complex criminal and civil matters in federal and state 
courts. She is a Fellow of the American College of Trial 
Lawyers and the first (and only) woman to receive New 
York Criminal Bar Association’s Award for Professional 
Excellence.  She holds two post-JD degrees: a Master’s 



in Forensic Psychology and an LL.M. in Advocacy.  Ms. Sternheim is 
Director of Cardozo Law School’s Intensive Trial Advocacy Program, 
teaches trial advocacy at Pace Law School, and has been on the faculty of 
Stetson Law School and the Federal CJA Trial Skills Academy. She is the 
Criminal Justice Act Representative for the Southern District of New York; 
the Defender Services Advisory Group Representative for the First, 
Second and D.C. Circuits; and a member of SDNY's CJA Peer Review 
Committee and Mentor Programs.  Ms. Sternheim fondly remembers the 
excitement of her induction as NYWBA President and the honoring of Anita 
Hill at our Annual Dinner during the “Year of the Women,” which launched 
many remarkable political and professional achievements for women. 

 
1993-94 – Toby J. Pilsner was named in 2016 as the 
first Deputy Chief Clerk for newly created Office of the 
Clerk of the Court for the NYC Office of Administrative 
Trials and Hearings (OATH), which adjudicates violations 
of NYC laws that protect public health, safety, and the 

environment. She previously served as the Managing Attorney for OATH’s 
Bronx tribunal., a position she was appointed to in 2004.  She was appoint-
ed an Administrative Law Judge at OATH/ECB in 1997. Before joining 
OATH, she had a 17-year career in the Bronx District Attorney’s Office, ris-
ing to Chief of Litigation Training. She graduated from Vassar College in 
1975 and received her J.D. from Brooklyn Law School in 1978. Hon. Sheri 
Roman introduced her to NYWBA, and Ms. Pilsner served in many capac-
ities at both NYWBA and WBASNY. During her Presidency, she spear-
headed a major overhaul of the Judiciary Committee and its guidelines, 
and she presented the President’s Special Award to U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Ms. Pilsner finds her greatest source of hap-
piness in her friends and family, especially her two grown daughters, whom 
she has more time to see now that she has retired. 

 
1994-95 – Martha E. Gifford is past President, Director, 
and Judiciary Committee Chair of NYWBA, and a 
founder, past Vice President, and current Director of the 
NYWBA Foundation, Inc.  She is also past President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Director, and Committee Chair 

of WBASNY. Since April 2007, she has had a solo practice concentrating 
in antitrust counseling, following nearly 20 years at Proskauer Rose LLP, 
where she co-chaired the Antitrust Practice Group. She has been named a 
Super Lawyer in Antitrust Practice every year since the honor was estab-
lished in 2006.  She is past Chair and current Executive Committee mem-
ber of the Antitrust Law Section of the NYS Bar Association, from which she 
received the Lifland Service Award; served on the Antitrust and Trade 
Regulation Committee of the New York City Bar; and is Chair of the Board 
of Governors of the NYS Attorney-Client Fee Dispute Resolution Program, 
to which she was first appointed by then-Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye. She 
is also the recipient of NYWBA’s prestigious Hon. Florence E. Allen Award 
and of WBASNY’s Joan Ellenbogen Founders Award.  Several years ago, 
NYWBA renamed its annual program for law students and new attorneys 
as the “Martha E. Gifford Summer Program on What It's (Really) Like to 
Practice Law as a Woman,“ in recognition of her founding of this event and 
her advocacy for mentoring and supporting women in the law. 

   
1995-96 – Andrea J. Berger graduated from Fordham 
Law School and NYU’s Graduate School of Public 
Administration. She joined the NYWBA in law school and 
has served as an Officer, Committee Chair, WBASNY 
Delegate, and Annual Dinner Co-Chair. From 1987 until 

her retirement, she was an attorney with the NYC Law Department, where 
she is Senior Counsel, specializing in legislative drafting and counseling in 
ethics, criminal justice, occupational safety and health and labor and 

employment law. She is a former Vice Chair of the Lawyers Alliance for 
New York and former board member of the Citizens Union. A long-time 
member of the City Bar, she chaired the Lawyers' Orchestra Committee for 
nine years, which she managed and played in its flute section. She is a 
founder, and the Administrative Director of, the New Conductors Orchestra, 
and  is Vice Chair of the Board of the Chamber Music Conference and 
Composers' Forum of the East. 
 
1996-97 – Bonnie S. Edwards graduated from the 
University of Miami Law School and joined the Internal 
Revenue Service's Office of Chief Counsel in 1981.  She 
served as a Senior Counsel, advising management on a 
wide variety of non-tax related areas, including complicat-
ed and sensitive EEO and labor matters for 34 years, retiring in 2014. She 
received several awards for her work on cases, and was a two-time recip-
ient of the Office of Chief Counsel's National Litigation Award. She judged 
moot court and was active on NYWBA Committees and on its Advisory 
Council. Ms. Edwards also served on the Executive Council for the 
Network of Bar Leaders; as an officer of JALBCA; as a director of the 
boards of Services and Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgendered Elders; and on the National Council on Woman's Health. 
As a recent retiree, she is now pursuing a self-study program in all of the 
things she previously had insufficient time for and enjoying life thoroughly. 
  
1997-98 – Laurie Berke-Weiss is the principal of Berke- 
Weiss Law PLLC, where she practices all aspects of 
workplace law. She negotiates employment contracts and 
severance agreements, handles partnership issues, pro-
vides advice on workplace policies and procedures, and 
conducts workplace investigations. She also litigates claims of sex harass-
ment, discrimination and wrongful termination, Family Medical Leave Act 
issues including pregnancy, and non-competition agreements. Ms. Berke-
Weiss is A-V rated and, since 2011, has been selected annually as one of 
the “Top 50 Women New York Super Lawyers in the New York Metro Area,” 
and, since 2012, as a “Top 100 New York Super Lawyer.” She has served 
as Chair of the Executive Committee of the New York City Bar Association 
and is a member of the Board of the NYWBA Foundation, Inc. She also is 
a fellow of the American Bar Foundation. She is a graduate of Cornell 
University’s School of Industrial and Labor Relations and Fordham Law 
School, and she holds a graduate degree in Industrial Relations from 
Rutgers University. 
 
1998-99 – Karen Greve Milton is senior consultant at 
Donsky & Associates, LLC, after having served at 
Executive Deputy Inspector General and Chief of Staff in 
the Office of the Inspector General of the MTA from 2019.  
Prior to that, she was the Circuit Executive for the federal 
Second Judicial Circuit and served as the chief administrative officer for the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and the other federal 
courts in New York, Connecticut, and Vermont. Prior to assuming that posi-
tion, Ms. Milton was the first Director of the Center for CLE at the New York 
City Bar Association, a department she created in 1995. After graduating 
from law school, she served as an Assistant District Attorney in the Office 
of Robert M. Morgenthau, in both a trial bureau and the Rackets Bureau. 
Prior to her NYWBA Presidency, she served as a NYWBA Vice President, 
Treasurer, Recording Secretary and Co-Chair of its Programs and Event 
Committee. Ms. Milton is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania and 
the Case Western Reserve School of Law, where she was an Editor of its 
Law Review. 
 
 



1999-2000 – Barbara A. Ryan is a partner at Aaronson 
Rappaport Feinstein & Deutsch, LLP, where her practice 
focuses on Health Care Law. She is a Past Co-President 
of JALBCA, and for many years served as Co-Chair of 
the JALBCA Annual Symposium with Hon. Shirley 

Kornreich and  NYWBA Past President Mikki Golar. She also served two 
terms on the First Dept. Disciplinary Committee. In the early years of the 
NYWBA Foundation, Ms. Ryan was on the Board of Directors. Before prac-
ticing law, Ms. Ryan was a  Nurse Manager at The New York Hospital-
Cornell University Medical Center (now New York Presbyterian Hospital), 
where she practiced in the area of medicine and oncology. She is a grad-
uate of Seton Hall University School of Law and Adelphi University School 
of Nursing. Ms. Ryan frequently lectures on regulatory and medical mal-
practice issues. She has also taught courses in Health Care Risk 
Management and Elder Law, as an Adjunct Assistant Professor at the New 
York University School of Continuing and Professional Studies.  

 
2000-01 – Angela Tese-Milner is a partner of Tese & 
Milner and practices law with her husband, Michael 
Milner, a former federal prosecutor. The firm’s focus is on 
bankruptcy, insurance and commercial litigation. She is a 
member of the Panel of Chapter 7 Trustees for the 

Southern District of New York, which is under the supervision of the United 
States Department of Justice. She serves on the Advisory Board of JALB-
CA, is a past President of the National Organization of Italian American 
Women, is a member of the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees, 
and has practiced bankruptcy law for more than 30 years.  

 
2001-02 – Phyllis S. Koffman is a sole practitioner, con-
centrating in trust and estate law. Before she attended 
law school, she worked in city planning and crime control 
planning.  Prior to her Presidency, she served as Co-
Chair of the Legislation and Awards Committees, Chair of 

the Judges' Reception and Annual Dinner Committees, and as a Director 
and Vice President. She also represented NYWBA on the WBASNY 
Legislation Committee and Board of Directors, and twice served as the 
NYWBA representative on judicial screening panels for the Civil Court.  
She also served on the NYWBA Nominations Committee for many years.  
Ms. Koffman is a graduate of Smith College and Brooklyn Law School and 
holds a master's degree in urban planning from the University of Pittsburgh.  

 
2002-03 – Heather Martínez Zona is a criminal defense 
attorney in the office of Guam Alternate Public Defender 
in Sinajana, Guam.  She was previously a member of 
Northern Mariana Islands Superior Court Juvenile Justice 
Task Force in Saipan, and prior to that her practice 

focused on real estate and commercial litigation in California and in New 
York.  She has done extensive pro bono and volunteer work, including 
serving as a member of the City of Oakland Public Ethics Commission.  
Ms. Zona served NYWBA in a variety of capacities, including President, 
Vice President, Recording Secretary, Director and Committee Chair. She 
organized and/or chaired a number of programs for the Association, includ-
ing “Tips for New Lawyers,” “Take Our Daughters to Work Day” at the 
Second Circuit, and our Martha E. Gifford Summer Program entitled “What 
It's (Really) Like to Practice Law as a Woman.”  Ms. Zona was the first 
Latina to serve as President of the Association.  She is a graduate of 
Williams College and the University of Michigan Law School, where she 
was awarded the Jane L. Mixer Award for Social Justice. 
 
 
 

2003-05 – Elizabeth A. Bryson is a litigator and appel-
late attorney with experience in private practice, as in-
house counsel, in a corporate setting, and in government 
service. As Associate General Counsel and then 
Corporate Vice President of New York Life, she super-
vised and personally litigated complex matters and appeals in courts 
across the country, and then moved to the business side where she man-
aged business continuity and crisis management programs and oversaw 
the implementation of new privacy laws and practices. She was previously 
in private practice on Wall Street and in midtown Manhattan; was an 
Assistant Corporation Counsel for the City of New York, and prior to law 
school served as an Intelligence Analyst with the U.S. Justice Department 
at the SDNY U.S. Attorney's Office and at DOJ Headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. Appointed by then-Chief Judge Judith Kaye, Ms. Bryson 
served on both the NYS Court’s Special Commission on the Future of the 
NYS Courts and its Commission on Public Access to Court Records. In 
addition to her two terms as NYWBA President, she has been an Officer, 
Director and Committee Chair of both NYWBA and WBASNY.  She is now 
Vice President of the National Conference of Women’s Bar Associations.  
She is a graduate of the University of Washington in Seattle and Fordham 
University School of Law. Among other awards, she is a recipient of a 
NYWBA Special Recognition Award, WBASNY’s Marilyn Menge Award, 
and a U.S. Department of Justice Distinguished Service Award. 
 
2005-06 – Christina Kallas has served as a NYWBA 
Board Member, Executive Director, Committee Co-Chair 
(ADR, Technology, International Women's Rights) and on 
the Board of the NYWBA Foundation. An A/V rated attor-
ney, her law practice emphasizes “preventive law” - 
assisting individuals and businesses with planning for legal matters affect-
ing the family and its businesses (such as marriage and remarriage, estate 
planning, and real estate). She has been an advocate for the mentally ill for 
many years. In her mediation practice, she focuses on disputes involving 
families with a mentally ill member. As an arbitrator, frequently in securities 
disputes, she draws on her experience in the secondary mortgage market 
on Wall Street. She is also on the panel to arbitrate attorney client fee dis-
putes. A frequent lecturer on practice management strategies, she is also 
the author of the NYSBA Deskbook on “Commercial Real Estate.” She 
counts as her most important accomplishments her marriage of more than 
30 years to her husband, Xen, and having helped to raise her stepdaugh-
ter, Sara. 
 
2006-07 – Teresa Schiller is a graduate of Rice 
University and University of Chicago Law School. She is 
admitted to the New York, District of Columbia, and Texas 
Bars. After law school, she clerked for Judge Roth on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in Delaware 
and Judge Leinenweber on the U.S. District Court for the Northern District 
of Illinois in Chicago. She practiced law at Clifford Chance US LLP and 
served as the manager of pro bono and community programs for the firm’s 
U.S. Region. While at Clifford Chance, she became active in NYWBA and 
WBASNY, serving as an officer, director, and committee chair in both asso-
ciations. She was then appointed to various positions at the New York 
State Bar Association in Albany. She has since returned to her home state 
of Texas, where she is Of Counsel to Lighthouse Legal Services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2007-08 – Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff was elected to the NY 
County Civil Court in 2012 and the Supreme Court in 
2022.  She has served in numerous judicial positions 
since her election. She has co-chaired the Gender 
Fairness Committees of both the Criminal and Civil Court 

and is now a member of the Supreme Court Gender Fairness Committee. 
Judge Sokoloff sat on the Judicial Hearing Officer Evaluation Committee 
for over a decade, which she joined while still in private practice. She is 
now a member of the Guardianship Advisory Committee. Judge Sokoloff 
earned an A.B. from Vassar College and a J.D. from Boston University 
School of Law, where she was an editor of the International Law Journal. 
She practiced law for 28 years prior to taking the bench. She serves on the 
NYWBA Nominations Committee and Elder Law Committee. In 2020 she 
conceived the Guardianship Diversity Initiative which brings bilingual attor-
neys, LBGTQ attorneys and attorneys of color onto the Part 36 list and 
trains and mentors them for work in Guardianship. Judge Sokoloff is a co-
chair of the NYWBA annual Martha E. Gifford Summer Program entitled 
“What It's (Really) Like to Practice Law as a Woman.” On behalf of the 
NYWBA, she has served as a liaison to the NAWJ, and for more than a 
decade as a Delegate to WBASNY, where she is active in the Women 
Judge’s Committee. She is a past President of the Jewish Lawyers Guild, 
and a past officer of both JALBCA and the Network of Bar Leaders. Justice 
Sokoloff is the recipient of the NYSBA Kay Crawford Murray, the JLG Ruth 
Bader Ginsberg and the WBASNY Judith S. Kaye awards. 

 
2008-09 – Jo Ann Douglas is a matrimonial and family 
law practitioner representing children and adults from all 
cultures and communities in various proceedings. She 
often appears in guardianship matters in all roles and 
conducts mediation in family law matters. She has been 

active in NYWBA since early in her legal career.  In addition to serving as 
President, she held other Officer positions, served on the NYWBA Board 
and as a NYWBA Delegate to WBASNY, and as a Committee Chair.  She 
has prepared and presented CLE programs for NYWBA, WBASNY, and 
the First and Second Departments, as well as written articles for the New 
York Law Journal and Family Law Monthly.  Ms. Douglas has focused on 
parenting issues and the representation of children. In fact, her own 
accomplished daughter, Sara, deserves much of the credit for focusing her 
mother's career on parenting issues and the representation of children, for 
whom they are now both indefatigable advocates. With the tireless commit-
ment of a wonderful group of volunteers, Ms. Douglas founded K9Kastle 
Corp., a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation, 
and rehoming of companion animals.   

 
2009-10 – Donna M. Praiss graduated from Boston 
University School of Law after receiving a Bachelor in 
Chemical Engineering from the University of Delaware. 
She joined Kenyon & Kenyon upon receiving her law 
degree and subsequently became the first female asso-

ciate elevated to the partnership. She was then a founder of the intellectual 
property group in the NY office of Hunton & Williams. Her legal practice 
was in the field of intellectual property law, with an emphasis on procuring, 
licensing, enforcing, and defending patent rights for major players in the 
chemical, pharmaceutical, biotech, and medical device industries. In 2012, 
she was appointed as an Administrative Patent Judge in the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office's Patent Trial and Appeal Board, where handles 
patent cases, including both post-grant trials and ex parte appeals. As a 
participant in PTO’s Telework Enhancement Pilot Program for several 
years, she was recently tapped to provide guidance for other judges on 
how to hold legal proceedings remotely during the 2020 pandemic crisis.  
In addition to serving in many other NYWBA roles, she served as Co-Chair 

of the Committee to Advance the Status of Women in the Profession, 
where she was a leader on our survey on the status of women attorneys at 
Manhattan law firms. She is the proud mother of four children.   
 
2010-11 – Gretchen Beall Schumann is a founding part-
ner of Rabin Schumann and Partners LLP, concentrating 
exclusively in the field of matrimonial and family law prac-
tice.  She has extensive experience in the complex 
domestic and international aspects of family law in trial 
and appellate courts.  She is a fellow of the International Academy of 
Family Lawyers and has served as an expert on issues of NY law for the 
Central Family Court in London.  She frequently lectures on the procedural 
and substantive aspects of the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act, elec-
tronic privacy and family law, equitable distribution of New York business-
es, trial advocacy, various aspects of marital agreements and the financial 
ramifications of divorce.  She has been listed in Metro Super Lawyers as 
one of the Top 50 Women Attorneys and Top 100 Attorneys in New York; is 
listed in “Chambers & Partners - Family/Matrimonial:  High Net Worth – 
NY;” and has authored chapters on NY family law for international publica-
tions.  Ms. Schumann is the current President of the New York Women’s 
Bar Association Foundation, Inc., and a past President of NYWBA.  She is 
a past Secretary of the NY City Bar Committee on Children and the Law 
and Secretary of the NYCLA Matrimonial Law Section.  She is also a mem-
ber of the President’s Council of Cornell Women.  She graduated from 
Columbia College, Columbia University, and from Cornell Law School, 
where she received the Robert S. Pasley Memorial Prize. 
 
2011-2012 – Patricia Ann Grant graduated from 
Fordham University and received her J.D. from Touro 
College Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center. She is a partner 
at Davidoff, Hutcher & Citron, LLP, where her practice 
focuses on matrimonial and family law. She also medi-
ates and sits as an arbitrator in the New York City Civil Court. In addition to 
serving as NYWBA President, she had been on the Board, co-chaired the 
Dinner and Judiciary Reception Committees, and represented NYWBA on 
the Judicial Screening Committee. Ms. Grant was for many years a volun-
teer for Dachshund Rescue of North America, and she has had several 
Dachshunds of her own, all of whom have distinguished themselves during 
their show careers.  She now has one Dachshund – Oliver (BGCh. 
Dikerdachs Redheaded Prince), who is a Bronze Grand Champion.  She 
was also one of the owners of Burns, the Dachshund who won the Hound 
Group at Westminster and went to Best in Show in 2019.  Patricia previ-
ously shared her law practice with her husband, Michael W. Appelbaum, 
who is a past NYWBA Board member and Committee Chair, and 2020 
recipient of NYWBA’s Doris S. Hoffman Service Award, and a member of 
the NYSBA Advisory Council. 
 
2013-14 – Hon. Jacqueline Winter Silbermann is a 
cum laude graduate of both Bryn Mawr and Fordham 
University School of Law. She was an associate at 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, LLP; Law 
Secretary to a Civil Court Judge; Principal Court Attorney 
to two Supreme Court Justices; and had a private practice. Elected to the 
bench in 1983, she was a NY Civil Court Judge; an Acting Supreme Court 
Justice; Supervising Judge of the Civil Court (1987); Administrative Judge 
of the NYC Civil Court (1989, the first woman in that position); Statewide 
Administrative Judge for Matrimonial Matters (1997); Administrative Judge 
of the Supreme Court, Civil Term, New York County (2001); and Deputy 
Chief Administrative Judge for Matrimonial Matters (2007). In each posi-
tion, she also presided over a Matrimonial Part. In 2009, upon retiring from 
the bench, she moved to private practice, where her concentration was in 



mediation, arbitration, and matrimonial law.  Her numerous awards include 
NYSBA’s Ruth G. Schapiro Memorial Award, the Harlan Fiske Stone 
Memorial Award, Benjamin N. Cardozo Award, Louis Capozzoli Gavel 
Award, NYWBA President's Special Award, NYWBA Joan L. Ellenbogen 
Award, WBASNY Judith S. Kaye Access to Justice Award, and WBASNY 
Doris S. Hoffman Memorial Medal. She is Vice President of the Fordham 
Law Alumni Association and received the law school’s Medal of 
Achievement and Dean's Medal. Jackie has now retired after a long and 
fulfilling legal career.  She has two children, three wonderful grandchildren 
and two delightful great grandchildren.   

 
2014-2015 – Yacine Barry-Wun joined the Law 
Department of the NYS Supreme Court's Civil Branch as 
an Associate Court Attorney in January 2017.  Prior to 
joining the Law Department, she was appointed as 
Special Counsel for Housing Court Initiatives with the 

NYS Courts Access to Justice Program, where she served as Director of 
the Volunteer Lawyers Program, the Volunteer Lawyer for the Day 
Program, the Assigned Counsel Project Internship Program, and the Court 
Navigator Program. Previously, she clerked for a Civil Court Judge as a 
Legal Fellow, before joining the NYC Civil Court as a Court Attorney focus-
ing on civil and housing matters. Prior to her NYWBA Presidency, she was 
an Officer, Director, CLE Committee Chair, and President’s Liaison to 
Committee Chairs. She was also NYWBA’s representative on the Boards 
of the NY Women’s Agenda and the NYWBA Foundation. She was a mem-
ber of the Gender Fairness Committee of the NY County Civil Court and 
the NY County Housing Court representative to the Citywide Association of 
Law Assistants. She is also a former member of the NYC Bar Association’s 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee. She is currently First Vice 
President of the Network of Bar Leaders, a coalition of more than 50 mem-
ber bar associations in the Greater NY metropolitan area.  She received a 
law degree from University Robert Schuman in Strasbourg, France, and an 
LL.M. in International Legal Studies from Georgetown University Law 
Center. Her native language is French, and she is proficient in German and 
Spanish. 

 
2015-16 – Jennifer Brown-DiBlasi received her B.A. 
from NYU and her J.D. from the Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law. She started her career at a small family 
law office and in 2010 opened a solo practice, where she 
resolves family and divorce matters through alternate 

dispute resolution, litigation, and trials. With the NYWBA, she has co-
chaired the Matrimonial and Family Law Committee and currently co-chairs 
NYWBA’s largest events, including the Annual Membership Reception; the 
Judiciary Reception honoring newly elected, re-elected, and newly appoint-
ed judges in Manhattan; and the Annual Awards and Installation Dinner. 
She was elected to the NYWBA Board in 2011. Prior to serving as President 
in 2015, she was a Vice President, Recording Secretary, and Corresponding 
Secretary. Jennifer has also served on the NYWBA Nominations Committee 
since 2015. She was a NYWBA delegate to WBASNY’s Board for many 
years, as well as having served as a Co-Chair of WBASNY’s Legislation 
Committee, as Recording Secretary, and as a member of the Nominations 
Committee. She is active in her law school alma mater, speaking on panels, 
networking with students, and as a member of its Board of Family Law 
Advisors. She also serves as Pro Bono counsel for Badass Brooklyn Animal 
Rescue. Jennifer is also a proud pet-parent of her dog, Gigi, and cats, Mimi, 
Enzo and Henrik with her husband, Bryan. 
 
 
 
 

2016-17 – Deborah G. Rosenthal is the owner of 
Rosenthal, Attorneys at Law, P.C., where her practice 
focuses on estate planning, probate, administration and 
estate litigation, guardianship, special needs planning, 
real estate, corporate, and contract law. A graduate of 
Wellesley College (A.B., economics, cum laude), she obtained her JD 
magna cum laude from Cornell Law School, where she was a member of 
Order of the Coif, and an L.L.M in Taxation from NYU Law School. She fre-
quently serves as a court-appointed Court Evaluator, Guardian ad Litem, 
Counsel to Guardian, Attorney for Alleged Incapacitated Persons, Trustee of 
Supplemental Needs Trusts, Temporary Guardian, and Guardian. She also 
volunteers as an arbitrator of attorney-client fee disputes. She is a Past 
President of the NYWBA and Women’s Bar Association of the State of New 
York (WBASNY).  As President of WBASNY, she created three new com-
mittees, including the Social Action Committee and the Business 
Development Committee. During her term as WBASNY President, the 
WBASNY Social Action Committee created an award-winning program enti-
tled “Buy a Gift for a Domestic Violence Victim.”  In addition, she established 
a listserv so that WBASNY members can communicate with each other 
throughout the State and provide business referrals.  She also significantly 
increased membership even though all events during her presidency were 
virtual due to the Covid epidemic. Deborah served in numerous roles with 
the NYWBA prior to her Presidency, including as Treasurer for three years 
and as Chair or Co-Chair of several Committees, including the Finance 
Committee, Judiciary Committee, and Trusts and Estates Committee. As 
Co-Chair of the NYWBA Solo and Small Law Firm Committee, she instituted 
an annual program on “Starting and Growing your Law Practice.”   Currently, 
she serves on the NYWBA Board of Directors and on the Nominations 
Committee. 
 
2017-2018 – Myra L. Freed has specialized in matrimo-
nial law for more than 40 years. She has been the prin-
cipal of her own law firm in Manhattan since 2002. She 
also practices Collaborative Law and serves as a private 
pay Attorney for the Child. Myra graduated Summa Cum 
Laude, Phi Beta Kappa from the City College of New York and received her 
JD from the Cardozo School of Law. Myra now serves on our advisory 
council, having served on the NYWBA board of directors as an officer and 
director for more than 20 years. She has previously served as Chair and 
Co-Chair of the NYWBA’s Matrimonial Law Committee. She also served on 
and Co-Chaired the Matrimonial Law Committee of WBASNY and as a 
NYWBA Delegate to the WBASNY Board of Directors. She is a member of 
the New York Association of Collaborative Professionals.  In 2007 she 
received the NYWBA’s Doris S. Hoffman Service Award for her commit-
ment to serving the Association and enhancing the status of women in soci-
ety and the law. 
 
2018-2020 – Virginia A. LoPreto is a partner in LoPreto 
+ Levy, LLP, a boutique law firm with an emphasis on 
matrimonial and family law. Virginia’s practice includes 
representing parents and children in high-conflict divorce 
matters. Since 2010, Virginia has been on the Law 
Guardian Panel for the First Department and is regularly appointed by the 
Courts, often upon the recommendations of her colleagues in the matrimo-
nial bar representing the parents. The compassion, sensitivity and proac-
tive representation of children is reflected in every one of Virginia’s appoint-
ments. For this reason, in 2022, Family Kind honored Virginia with The 
Family Kind Service Award.  Virginia’s commitment to her law practice also 
encompasses her involvement in various organizations.  Virginia served as 
President of the New York Women’s Bar Association for two years. 
Previously, she served as co-chair of the Matrimonial and Family Law 



Committee for the NYWBA. She continues to serve on the Board of 
Directors for the NYWBA and is actively involved in coordinating the 
NYWBA’s three signature events each year.  Virginia is a Fellow of the 
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and sits on its Board of 
Managers for the New York Chapter. Virginia is also an approved mediator 
to serve on the Court’s roster in the First Judicial District in the New York 
State Court Unified Court System. Virginia is a member of the Board of 
Directors for the Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert  and was recent-
ly appointed Assistant Treasurer. Virginia is a frequent presenter on cus-
tody issues at Continuing Legal Education Programs, including those spon-
sored by the AAML and the NYWBA as well as at the New York State Bar 
Association and The Association of Family and Conciliation Courts.      

 
2020-2022 – Amanda B. Norejko served as a Support 
Magistrate in NY County Family Court from 2018 until her 
untimely passing in 2024. Her death followed a heroic 
battle with cancer during which she continued to maintain 
a full Magistrate’s calendar and served two terms as 

NYWBA President. She was a member of the Family Court Paternity and 
Child Support Advisory Committee, organizing training programs for her 
fellow magistrates. Before joining the court system, she worked for nearly 
16 years at Sanctuary for Families, where she served as Director of the 
Matrimonial and Economic Justice Project. Prior to her term as President, 
Amanda served in several important board positions, co-chaired the 
NYWBA Domestic Violence Committee as well as chaired WBASNY’s 
Domestic Violence Committee. Amanda was a proud graduate of the NYU 
School of Law whose alumni association presented her with an award for 
her work on behalf of indigent victims of gender violence. In her honor of 
her life of advocacy for the needs of women and child victims of violence, 
the NYWBA established the Amanda B. Norejko Award. She was pre-
sented with the inaugural award at our 2023 Annual Awards Dinner. 

 
2022-2023 – Magnolia D. Levy is a partner of LoPreto + 
Levy, LLP, a boutique law firm with an emphasis on mat-
rimonial and family law.  In an effort to bring dignity to the 
end of a relationship, Magnolia endeavors from the outset 
to effectively and efficiently achieve the best results for 

her clients without the need for court intervention. However, when a nego-
tiated settlement is not possible, she is comfortable going to court, drawing 
on her commercial litigation background as a tenacious and passionate 
advocate for her clients.  Magnolia’s practice includes the handling of com-
plex financial matters, child custody issues, support and post judgment 
matters, pre and post nuptial agreements, and other family law matters, 
both in and out of court.  A trained mediator, Magnolia also regularly serves 
as a consulting attorney for clients involved in mediation with an outside 
mediator and serves on the New York Supreme Court roster as a court-
appointed mediator with the Matrimonial Mediation Pilot Program.  
Magnolia has been actively involved in the NYWBA, serving as President 
from 2022-2023 and has served on the Board of Directors and as a co-
chair of several NYWBA committees for more than 10 years.  In addition to 
her work with the NYWBA, Magnolia serves as the Co-President of the 
Lawyers’ Division of Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert (JALBCA) 
and helped to co-found, and serves as a co-chair of, JALBCA’s monthly 
Support Group which hosts meetings for members of the legal community 
whose lives have been touched by breast cancer.  Magnolia has served on 
the JALBCA Board of Directors in various capacities since 2016. Magnolia 
also serves as Treasurer for the New York Chapter of the Association of 
Family and Conciliation Courts.  A graduate of The Dalton School in 1996, 
Ms. Levy received her B.A. from Colgate University in 2000 and her Juris 
Doctor from Brooklyn Law School in 2003. 
 

2023-2024 – Sabrina E. Morrissey is a Past President 
of the New York Women’s Bar Association and currently 
serves as a Board Member of the NYWBA Foundation 
and the Treasurer of the WBASNY Foundation.  She is 
Co-Chair of the Solo and Small Law Firm Committees for 
NYWBA and WBASNY and Co-Chair of the Elder Law and Disabilities 
Committee for NYWBA. Sabrina is a member of the law firm of Morrissey 
& Morrissey, LLP.  She focuses her practice on trusts and estates law, 
guardianships and small corporation matters. She is on the Part 36 List as 
a Special Referee, Guardian, Guardian ad Litem, Court Evaluator and 
Attorney for Alleged Incapacitated Persons. Sabrina particularly enjoys her 
work with the elderly, those with mental and physical impairments, and their 
families.  She is AV-Rated by Martindale Hubbell by both peers and the 
judiciary for having the highest levels of integrity and skill.  She is a regular 
speaker and writer on topics in her field. She received her M.A. from New 
York University and graduated from Brooklyn Law School.  Throughout her 
career, not only has she represented clients in private practice, but she 
served as General Counsel to an international staffing company, Northeast 
Regional Manager for Kelly Legal Staffing, and was the founder of two 
national wellness companies. She resides in Manhattan with Speckle, a 
very active 3 year-old German Short Hair Pointer and Border Collie mix. 
 
2024-2025 – Jocelyn L. Jacobson received her B.A. 
from the University of Chicago and her J.D. from 
Fordham University School of Law, magna cum laude, 
winning the Chapin Prize for graduating first in her class.  
She joined Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson as a 
litigation associate after law school.  In 1998 Ms. Jacobson joined the office 
of the Manhattan Borough President, C. Virginia Fields, eventually becom-
ing the Director of Policy and Budget.  Ms. Jacobson returned to a law firm 
in 2003 as a litigation associate at Reitler, Kailas & Rosenblatt LLP and was 
made a partner in 2009.  Ms. Jacobson focuses on employment law – 
assisting small companies and individuals navigate hiring, restrictive 
covenants and terminations, as well as employment disputes - along with 
her civil litigation practice.  She is finishing her term as President, having 
previously served four terms as Vice President and two terms as Treasurer.  
She has previously co-chaired the Solo and Small Law Firm Committee as 
well as the Mentoring Committee.  She is looking forward to her term as 
Immediate Past President.now commencing her term as Immediate Past 
President. (See photo and full profile at the beginning of this Journal). 
 
2025-2026 – Lissett Costa Ferreira is commencing her term as President. 
(See photo and full profile at the beginning of this Journal). 
 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
Under NYWBA’s By-Laws, the Advisory Council includes all members in 
good standing who served as NYWBA Presidents (profiled in the prior 
section), members who served on the Board of Directors for 15 or more 
years, and members who have been elected to the Advisory Council.  We 
are pleased to honor the following distinguished Advisory Council mem-
bers, who may not have held the title of President, but who have made 
extraordinary contributions to the Association, the legal community, and 
society at large:  
 
Michael W. Appelbaum joined NYWBA in 2008 when 
JoAnn Douglas was President.  Having joined NYWBA 
and feeling very much at home, he never saw the need 
to join any other bar associations. Before joining the 
Advisory Counsel in 2020, Michael was the first man to 
be elected to the NYWBA Board of Directors, where he served with pride 



for approximately 10 years. He also co-chaired our annual dinner for 
many years both with past Presidents Virginia LoPreto, JoAnn Douglas, 
Myra Freed and Jennifer Brown-DiBlasi. Michael has also co-chaired the 
Membership Committee with past Presidents Beth Bryson and later with 
Magnolia Levy, as well as our Judicial Screening Committee for several 
years.  Michael has been a top matrimonial practitioner in New York City 
for many years and is  currently of counsel to the firm Davidoff Hutcher & 
Citron LLP where he is editing for the matrimonial group.  
 
Leona Beane has been a member of the NYWBA for over 30 years. She 
served on our Board of Directors from 2012 to 2023, when she was elect-
ed to our Advisory Counsel. She has also co-chaired the Trusts and 
Estates and ADR Committees for the NYWBA. Leona earned her B.B.A. 
and M.B.A. degrees from City College, M.S. from Columbia University, 
and J.D. from New York Law School. Leona started her career teaching 
law as a Professor at City University of NY, where she continues as 
Professor Emeritus. Leona has authored several books and other publi-
cations over the years. She formulated and organized some of the first 
training programs under Article 81 of the Mental Hygiene Law, and since 
that time has arranged Guardian training programs sponsored by 
NYWBA, WBASNY and several other organizations throughout the State. 
In 2023 she received the NYWBA Doris Hoffman Award. Leona is cur-
rently practicing law part time at in Manhattan, serves as a court examin-
er and reviews accountings of Guardians. She also serves as an 
Arbitrator for Finra Dispute Resolution, and handles arbitrations relating 
to disputes in the financial industry. 

 
Catherine M. Foti is a partner at Morvillo Abramowitz 
Grand Iason & Anello PC and has more than thirty years 
of experience handling complex civil and white collar 
criminal matters, including frauds, employment discrim-
ination, sexual harassment, and attorney disciplinary 

matters. She conducts internal investigations for corporations and coun-
sels individuals. She has been recognized by Benchmark Litigation as a 
“Star“ in labor and employment law and a “Future Star“ in the area of 
white-collar crime and investigations. Best Lawyers in America recog-
nized her for white-color criminal defense. She has been listed in 
SuperLawyers since its inception and was named to its Top 50 Women 
Attorneys. In 2023, she was named to Crain’s New York Business’s 
“Notable Women in Law“ list. Ms. Foti is a past-Chair of the Sentencing 
Guidelines Committee of the New York Council of Defense Lawyers and 
has testified before the U.S. Sentencing Commission. She is a member 
of the American Bar Association, the Federal Bar Council, and the New 
York City Bar Association, where she sat on the Professional Discipline 
and Criminal Law Committees. After more than 15 years on the NYWBA 
Board as Vice President and Director, plus service as Co-Chair of the 
Judiciary and Professional Ethics Committees, Ms. Foti joined the 
NYWBA Advisory Council in 2019. She is an author and speaker on cor-
porate investigations, evidence, ethics, attorney discipline, and employ-
ment law; a regular contributor to The Insider Blog on Forbes.com; and 
was a contributor and member of the Board of Editors of the Business 
Crimes Bulletin. 

 
Hon. Phyllis Gangel-Jacob is a graduate of Brooklyn 
College and NYU School of Law. After nearly twenty 
years in a private practice focused on commercial, real 
estate and matrimonial law, she was elected a NYC 
Civil Court Judge in 1985. In 1989, she was appointed 

Acting Supreme Court Justice, and in 1994 she was elected as a 
Supreme Court Justice. In 1999, she was appointed as a Justice of the 
Appellate Term for the First Department.  Upon her retirement from the 

bench in 2006, she began a long tenure as a NYS Supreme Court 
Judicial Hearing Officer. She is a charter member of WBASNY and 
worked tirelessly to support its formation, drafting its By-Laws, and work-
ing with then-separate women’s bar associations across the state to 
achieve consensus over governance and WBASNY’s relationship with its 
Chapters. She was on the NYWBA and WBASNY Boards of Directors for 
more than thirty years. She also served as a Director on the Board of the 
Justices of the Supreme Court, as a Director of the NYS Association of 
Women’s Judges, and on the Board of the Institute for Community Living 
(a non-profit that provides housing and support to the mentally ill). She is 
a proud recipient of NYWBA’s President’s Special Award and WBASNY’s 
Marilyn Menge Award.  After turning 90 years-old, Justice Gangel-Jacob 
moved to Florida with her daughter Jamie Gangel, her son-in-law Daniel 
Silva, and her twin grandchildren Lily and Nicholas.  She is so proud of 
the work of NYWBA and sends everyone her best wishes.   
 
Julie Hyman is a Bronx based attorney with more than 
25 years of experience in NY Family and Matrimonial 
Law, and practices in the New York Metropolitan area 
and beyond.  Her firm also provides full legal services 
including basic will packages, with revocable trusts, and 
real estate closings for buyers and sellers at affordable prices, and more. 
She has litigated and tried many cases in Supreme and Family Court and 
argued several appeals in the local Appellate Divisions.  Several of Julie’s 
cases have been featured in the Riverdale Press, NY Post, NY Daily 
News, Habitat Magazine, NY Observer, and NYLJ.  She has also 
appeared as an expert commentator on various television and print 
media.  Julie received her undergraduate degree from Barnard College, 
and her law degree from Cardozo Law School.  She has been an active 
member of the NYWBA and WBASNY Boards and is our newest electee 
to the Advisory Council.  She is also a former National Board Member of 
SAG-AFTRA, the Bronx Arts Ensemble, Riverdale Main Street Alliance, 
and friend of Humane Society of NY.  She is incredibly grateful to her 
mentors and friends at NYWBA who have given her “magic powers“ like 
Elsa in Frozen to handle some of the toughest legal fights. Julie resides 
in Riverdale, New York with her two cats and her dog. 
 
Marjorie A. Martin has been an active NYWBA mem-
ber for many years. She has served as Recording 
Secretary, Director, and as a member of the 
International Law and Technology Committees. She 
has been a NYWBA Delegate to the WBASNY Board of 
Directors, and a representative on the WBASNY Awards and 
Nominations Committees. She has been a member of the NYWBA 
Advisory Council since 2009. Although a member of several bar associ-
ations, she appreciates the doors that have been opened to her through 
the NYWBA, including serving on the First Department’s Character and 
Fitness Committee. She is also a recipient of the NYWBA Doris S. 
Hoffman Service Award.  Ms. Martin is an Administrative Law Judge for 
the NYS Traffic Violations Bureau. She previously worked at a major 
international bank, had a solo practice, was of counsel to a small interna-
tional firm, and was on the full-time faculty of Fordham Law School. She 
has volunteered at Women in Need, at the New York Lighthouse for the 
Blind, and at what was previously known as Volunteer Lawyers for the 
Arts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hon. Angela M. Mazzarelli graduated with honors from 
Brandeis University and received her J.D. from 
Columbia University School of Law, where she was a 
teaching fellow. She was a Legal Services lawyer in the 
South Bronx, became a Law Assistant and then 

Principal Law Clerk in the NYS Supreme Court, and spent several years 
in private practice as a civil litigator. In 1985, she was elected to the NYC 
Civil Court and sat in the Criminal Court, where she chaired the Citywide 
Anti-Bias Committee and became involved in addressing the conditions 
of female prisoners and developing childcare facilities for NYC courts. In 
1988, she was designated an Acting Supreme Court Justice, and in 1992 
she was elected to the NYS Supreme Court. In 1994, Justice Mazzarelli 
was designated an Associate Justice of the Appellate Division, First 
Department, the second woman to serve on that court.  She previously 
Chaired the Board of Trustees of the Board of Trustees of the Practicing 
Law Institute; was President of the Association of Justices of the 
Supreme Court of the State of New York (1997); is a long-time member 
of the National Organization of Italian American Women; and for ten 
years she served on the drafting committee of the New York Pattern Jury 
Instructions.  She has served on the State Commission on Judicial 
Conduct and of the New York State Commission on Forensic Science. 
Justice Mazzarelli served on the NYWBA Board for more than 20 years 
and is a recipient of NYWBA’s Doris S. Hoffman Service Award.   

 
Susan M. Moss practices in all areas of family and mat-
rimonial law at Chemtob Moss Forman & Beyda, LLP. 
She is admitted in New York, New Jersey, and 
Connecticut, and she is a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers.  She served as a 

Director on the NYWBA Board for many years and was elected to the 
Advisory Council in 2019.  She also co-chaired WBASNY’s Matrimonial 
Committee.  She is a member of the New York City Bar, NYSBA and 
NYCLA, and she has served on and/or led many committees or subcom-
mittees of these associations.  Ms. Moss is a member of the Legal 
Advisory Committee of Sanctuary for Families, a non-profit organization 
devoted to helping survivors of domestic violence. Sue is also a member 
of the Executives Association of Greater New York. She is listed in Super 
Lawyers as one of the top 50 Women Attorneys in the Metropolitan Area.  
She has presented programs at NYSBA, NYWBA, and the Children’s 
Rights Council. She received her law degree from the University of 
Chicago, where she was the managing editor of the University of Chicago 
Roundtable Law Journal and recipient of the Ann Barber Award.  She 
also earned undergraduate degrees from the School of Business and the 
College of Arts & Sciences of the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton 
School, where she was awarded the Ivan Berg Award and Brownlee 
Award. 

 
Hon. Kelly O’Neill Levy is an elected Justice of the 
NYS Supreme Court in New York County, where she 
sits in the Appellate Division, First Department since her 
appointment by Governor Hochul in 2023.  She was 
previously an elected Judge of the Civil Court and 

served as an Acting Supreme Court Justice in the Civil Branch.  She also 
served as the Administrative Judge of the Harlem Community Justice 
Center.  She joined the bench as a Judge in the Family Court in New York 
County.  She began her legal career as a Principal Law Clerk in New York 
County Supreme Court, initially for Hon. Rose Robin and then for Hon. 
Sherry Klein Heitler.  Justice O’Neill Levy served with distinction on the 
NYWBA Board for more than 15 years and joined the Advisory Council in 
2019.  She also was a member of several Committees, including the 
prestigious Nominations Committee.  She is a former member of the 

Board of Trustees of the Community Service Society of New York; a for-
mer Vice President of the Network of Bar Leaders; and a Past President 
of the Brehon Irish-American Law Society.  She received her B.A. from 
Boston College (1990) and her J.D. from Fordham Law School (1993).  
 
Hon. Sheri Roman is an Associate Justice of the 
Appellate Division, Second Department since 2009. 
Prior to her elevation, Justice Roman served as a 
Queens County Supreme Court Justice for 14 and a 
NYC Criminal Court Judge for 9 years.  At the Bronx 
DA’s Office, she was Chief of the Major Offense Bureau, Acting Chief of 
the Homicide Bureau, Chief of the Litigation Training Bureau, and in the 
Appeals Bureau. A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of SUNY Buffalo, she 
received her LL.M. in Criminal Justice from NYU and J.D. from 
Georgetown. She served on the NYWBA Board as a Director and Vice 
President and chaired the Judiciary and Criminal Law Committees. She 
has been active in other organizations, including National Association of 
Women Judges (VP, Secretary); NYS Association of Women Judges (VP; 
Chair, Law School Outreach); Samuel Field YM-YWHA (Board); Queens 
County Women's Bar Association; NYC Supreme Court Justices 
Association (Director, Corresponding Secretary); Criminal Court Judges 
Association (VP); NYC Criminal Court Bias Committee; and Queens 
County Gender Fairness Committee (Chair).  
 
Amy Saltzman began practicing family law in 1994 
when she founded the legal services program of the 
Rockland Family Shelter (now called the Center for 
Safety and Change), a domestic violence social servic-
es agency in Rockland County. She then went on to 
practice as an associate in a boutique matrimonial firm in Manhattan and 
then founded her own firm in 2003.  Ms. Saltzman has trained lawyers on 
representing domestic violence victims in divorce, on many financial and 
child related issues raised in divorce, and other family law matters.  Ms. 
Saltzman served on the NYWBA Board as an Officer and Director for fif-
teen years and as a WBASNY Officer and co-chair of its Domestic 
Violence Committee.  She is currently co-chair of WBASNY’s Family & 
Matrimonial Law Committee, a member of the legal advisory council of 
Sanctuary for Families; a member of the Family Law Section of the New 
York State Bar Association; and the New York City Bar Association. She 
received her J.D. from the City University of New York Law School at 
Queens College and also holds a Master’s degree in Special Education 
from Hunter College.  In 2023, Ms. Saltzman was awarded WBASNY’s 
Hanna S. Cohen Pro Bono Award.  Ms. Saltzman has two children and 
three wonderful grandchildren.



The Doris S. Hoffman Service Award 
 

2023 –  Leona Bean 

2022 – Honorable Judith J. Gische 

2021 – Myrna Felder 

2020 – Michael W. Appelbaum 

2015 – Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler 

2013 – Hon. Sheila Abdus-Salaam 

2011 – Hon. Angela M. Mazzarelli and Marjorie A. Martin 

2009 – Lisa A. Bauer 

2007 – Myra L. Freed 

2006 – Katherine B. Posner 

2003 – Hon. Laura E. Drager 

2001 – Nechama Masliansky 

2000 – Gina S. Anderson 

1999 – Hon. Felice K. Shea 

1997 – Naomi I. Werne 

 

The Doris S. Hoffman Service Award, named in honor and memory of past President 
Doris S. Hoffman, is given to a person who has provided outstanding service to the 
New York Women's Bar Association but has never been President of the Association. 
 

Ms. Hoffman graduated from Hunter College in 1964 and from New York University 

Law School in 1967. She concentrated in copyright and trademark law, and she spent 

almost her entire career in partnership with her father and brother in Stoll, Stoll & 

Hoffman and successor firms in New York City. She served as NYWBA President from 

1988 to 1989 and as President of WBASNY from 1988 to 1989. She was a member of 

the Committee on Character and Fitness of the First Department, Chair of the 

Intellectual Property Committee of the New York County 

Lawyers' Association, and for several years she was a dedicated 

volunteer for City Meals on Wheels and the Judges and 

Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert. Ms. Hoffman was the mother of 

two children, Aaron and Judith, and the devoted wife of member 

Stephen D. Hoffman for almost 29 years, until her untimely 

death in 1997. Both the NYWBA and WBASNY have named 

awards in her memory.



The Joan L. Ellenbogen Award 
 

                   2019       Honorable Laura E. Drager  

                   2008      Mariska Hargitay  

                   2007      Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, Susan L. Bender 

                                 and Marcia C. Goldstein  

                   2006      Michele Coleman Mayes  

                   2005      Patricia M. Hynes  

                   2004      Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann  

 

The Joan L. Ellenbogen Award is given to honorees who stand up for and support 
causes that benefit women and children in society and enhance the opportunities and 
status of women in the law. The award was originally made possible by a generous gift 
from long-time member and NYWBA past President Sheila Birnbaum. Between 2004 
and 2008, its proceeds were donated to a worthy organization selected by the award 
recipient. 
 

The award is a tribute to Joan L. Ellenbogen who was admitted to practice in 1965, 

having graduated from NYU School of Law earlier that year. Together with Marcia C. 

Goldstein, she formed the law firm of Ellenbogen and Goldstein, P.C., with a practice 

dedicated to matrimonial and family law. Joan was NYWBA President from 1973-

1974. She was the Founding President of WBASNY from 1980 to 1982. Ms. 

Ellenbogen was a fellow of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, Vice 

President of the New York City Bar and was the first woman chair of the Executive 

Committee of that association. She was also a Diplomate of the American College of 

Family Trial Lawyers and a member of the Joint Committee on Judicial 

Administration, established by Governor Mario Cuomo and former Chief Judge Sol 

Wachtler. She served as a Commissioner on the Commission on Judicial Nominations 

to the Court of Appeals. Ms. Ellenbogen was also a member of 

the First Department Disciplinary Committee and served on the 

Board of Trustees of the Legal Aid Society. During her profes-

sional career, she was listed in Best Lawyers in America. After 

a valiant struggle with pancreatic cancer, Ms. Ellenbogen died 

on October 18, 2001.



The Hon. Florence E. Allen Award 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HONORABLE FLORENCE ELLINWOOD ALLEN (1884-1966) 
 

This award was established by the New York Women’s Bar Association in recognition of the  extraordinary life and 
ground-breaking accomplishments of the Honorable Florence E. Allen. Born in Utah, she received a degree 
in music from Western Reserve University in Ohio (now Case Western). She then studied music in Germany, 
taught and wrote music in Cleveland, and served as a music critic for the Cleveland Plain Dealer. Prior to entering 
law school, Judge Allen moved to New York City, worked for the League for the Protection of Immigrants, and 
resided at the Henry Street Settlement. By the time of her graduation in 1913 from New York University Law School, 
cum laude, she was a leader in the women’s suffrage and international peace movements. 

2024 – Center for Reproductive Rights 
2022 – Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler 

2021 – Hon. Rosalyn Richter 
2014 – Roberta A. Kaplan 
2006 – Martha E. Gifford 

2003 – Hon. Leslie Crocker Snyder 
1995 – Hon. Constance Baker Motley 

1991 – Hon. Sybil Hart Kooper 
1989 – Ellen Schall 

1986 – Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin 
1983 – Joan Ellenbogen 
1979 – Sheila Birnbaum 

1977 – Beverly Gross 
1975 – Hon. Martha A. Griffiths 

1974 –Soia Mentschikoff 
1973 – Fannie Klein 

1967 – Hon. Ruth Kessler Toch

Award of Special Recognition 
 

                           2022        Hon. Tanya R. Kennedy and Hon Saliann Scarpula 
                        2021        Hon. Matthew F. Cooper 
                        2018        Hon. Karla Moskowitz 
                        2017        Hon. Joan B. Lobis 
                        2013        Hon. Angela M. Mazzarelli, Hon. Karla Moskowitz, Hon. Dianne T.  
                                         Renwick, Hon. Helen E. Freedman, Hon. Rosalyn H. Richter,  
                                         Hon. Sallie Manzanet-Daniels, Hon. Judith J. Gische, and  
                                         Hon. Darcel D. Clark 
                        2011         Hon. Geraldine Ferraro 
                        2010        Elizabeth A. Bryson 
                        2008       Hon. Karla Moskowitz, Hon. Sherry Klein Heitler, and  
                                         Hon. Leland Degrasse 
                        2002       Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag 
                        1984        Founders Lillian M. Kooperstein, Hon. Hilda G. Schwartz, and  
                                         Hon. Florence Perlow Shientag 
                        1980        Professor Fannie J. Klein



The Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin Award of Excellence 
 

In 2019, NYWBA established the Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin Award of Excellence in recognition of Judge 
Ellerin's unwavering committment to advancing the status of women, particularly women in the legal pro-
fession. This award was given to Judge Ellerin at the 2019 Annual Awards and Installation Dinner. 
 
The honoree of this award is a lawyer whose life’s work in the legal profession and community reflects 
Judge Ellerin’s commitment to advancing the status of women. The honoree is a trailblazer who is con-
tinuing to pay the way for other women in the law; a mentor for younger women attorneys and an inspi-
ration to all women in the legal profession. 

 
2023 – Hon. Angela Mazzarelli  

 
2019 – Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin

The Amanda B. Norejko Award 
 

In 2023, NYWBA established the Amanda B. Norejko Award in recognition of Amanda’s work and 
leadership for Sanctuary for Families. During her tenure at Sanctuary, Amanda represented countless 
survivors of domestic violence in legal proceedings. After leaving Sanctuary for Families, Amanda con-
tinued to support and advocate for survivors of domestic violence and human trafficking. This award 
was given to Amanda at NYWBA's Annual Awards and Installation Dinner on June 12, 2023. 
 

  
 

At our 2019 Annual Awards & Installation Dinner we honored Judge 
Ellerin with the inaugural Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin Award in 
recognition of her trailblazing accomplishments for women lawyers.

In 2023 at our Judicial Reception, Judge Ellerin (r.) introduced 
Judge Mazzarelli as the first recipient of the Hon. Betty Weinberg 
Ellerin Award of Excellence.

June 12, 2023

On June 12, 2019, Amanda B. Norejko introduced the Hon. Judy Harris 
Kluger, recipient of the President’s Special Award for her work as executive 
director of Sanctuary for Families.



NYWBA Awards & Installation Dinner - 2021 - 2024  
The NYWBA Annual Awards and Installation Dinner has been a premier event that draws many lawyers and judges 

across all practice areas. It has become a platform for the NYWBA to bestow Awards as described above to those people 

and organizations who have joined in its mission to advance and secure the rights of women. As important, the Dinner 

publicizes the installation of the NYWBA President, Officers and Directors and enable the attendees to witness the com-

mittment each of them are making in order to promote the NYWBA mission.  

Virtual Annual Awards and Installation Ceremony on June 10, 2021 

       



2022 NYWBA Awards & Installation Dinner



2022 NYWBA Awards & Installation Dinner



2023 NYWBA Awards & Installation Dinner



2023 NYWBA Awards & Installation Dinner



2024 NYWBA Awards & Installation Dinner



2024 NYWBA Awards & Installation Dinner



NYWBA Virtual Membership Reception, September 29, 2021

NYWBA Membership Reception - 2021 - 2024  
The NYWBA thanks its members and encourages new members to join by hosting a reception every year that is free 

for everyone!  Blank Rome LLP graciously provides a wonderful space for this event, and heavy hors d'oeuvres along 

with wine, beer, and soda were served. In keeping with the mission of the NYWBA, the Membership Reception serves 

to place a sorely needed spotlight on period poverty. The cost of period products is beyond the reach of many 

women, particularly those who are homeless and/or victims of domestic violence and human trafficking. Attendees 

are asked to bring products, store cards, and/or make donations to support this worthy cause. 



2023 Membership Reception



2023 Membership Reception



2024 Membership Reception



2024 Membership Reception



NYWBA Judicial Reception  
Every year the NYWBA hosts a reception to honor the newly elected, newly appointed, and re-elected judges in New York 

County.  This event is well attended by our members as well as members of the judiciary to support and recognize their col-

leagues. At the 2024 reception, NYWBA recognized Hon. Dianne T. Renwick’s appointment as Presiding Justice of the 

Appellate Division, First Department. 

2024 Judicial Reception  



2024 Judicial Reception



2025 Judicial Reception



2025 Judicial Reception



The New York Women’s Bar Association mourns the loss of our
respected and beloved member, Hon. Paul G. Feinman, Associate
Judge of the New York Court of Appeals, who passed away on March
31, 2021. In addition to being a brilliant and knowledgeable jurist,
Judge Feinman was widely known for his kindness, his compassion,
and his ability to inspire others.  He has left the court system and New
York’s legal community better for having had the benefit of his extraor-
dinary contributions.

In Memoriam



IN MEMORIAM 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The New York Women's Bar Association mourns the loss of  
Anthony ("Tony") H. Gair who passed away on March 29, 
2023. Tony's mother, Harriet Gair, was one of our amazing 
past presidents which is how Tony came to be connected to us, 
becoming a long-time member and avid support of NYWBA.  
Tony was a zealous advocate and meticulous lawyer who helped 
thousands of individuals to obtain justice for the serious harm 
they suffered at the hands of others.  Notwithstanding his  
devotion to his clients, Tony loved to teach and was a mentor to 
many attorneys, including many of our members.  We will miss 
him greatly.  



IN MEMORIAM: ROBERT F. KAUFMAN 

  

NYWBA honors and celebrates our long-time 

friend and supporter Robert (“Bob“) Kaufman for 

his early and constant support for women lawyers, 

women judges, and the rights of all women. Bob 

was born in Vienna in 1929, taken to England in 

1938 in the kindertransport of Jewish children from 

Nazi-occupied countries, and then to the United 

States. After attending Bronx High School of 

Science, Brooklyn College (with a graduate degree 

in economics) and Brooklyn Law School at night, 

he got his first job as a lawyer by standing out in the 

City Bar’s moot court competition, where he was 

scouted by the head of the New York Office of the 

Antitrust Division of the U.S. Department of 

Justice. He next worked for Sen. Jacob Javits of 

New York. For most of his career, he was a partner 

at Proskauer Rose LLP, where he became a trusted 

counsel and adviser in the fields of health and hos-

pital law and nonprofit law. The New York 

Community Trust, with which he was associated 

since 1987, called him a “giant in the world of New 

York philanthropy“. 

 

In 1972, the City Bar’s Civil Rights Committee, 

chaired by Kaufman, joined the Sex and Law 

Committee to urge adoption of the Equal Rights 

Amendment. When Judge Robert Bork was nomi-

nated to the Supreme Court in 1987, there was 

widespread concern that he lacked respect for many 

important precedents, and that his elevation to the 

Court could lead to the overturning of Roe v. Wade. 

Kaufman, then President of the City Bar (1986–88), 

and NYWBA past president Sheila Birnbaum, who 

chaired the committee on the Bork nomination, tes-

tified before the Senate Judiciary Committee that 

elevating Bork “would detrimentally affect the 

rights of individuals and groups that the Supreme 

Court has recognized and protected, and that access 

to the courts would be seriously curtailed.” 

 

During Bob’s term as City Bar President, the New 

York Task Force on Women in the Courts issued its 

report, documenting the discrimination confronting 

women litigants, lawyers, and court employees in 

the New York State court system. Bob met with the 

chairperson of every City Bar committee to discuss 

how the task force’s findings related to that com-

mittee’s work, and what they were going to do 

about it. When West Point admitted women, Bob 

was an advisor on effective integration. Later he 

served on the federal Advisory Committee on 

Women in the Services; in that position, he met 

with women serving in the military of countries 

around the world and immersed himself in best 

practices to improve US policy. 

 

Bob was generous, funny, brilliant, demanding of 

colleagues and himself, and those in his many cir-

cles were devoted to him. He loved attending the 

NYWBA’s Annual Dinner, delighting in the 

achievements of women. We honored him with our 

President’s Special Award in 1988. He was a gener-

ous contributor to the NYWBA Foundation. He was 

a mentor and true friend to many of our members, 

as well as to women in other firms, non-profit 

organizations and bar associations. He absorbed the 

lessons of every experience, from evil faced as a 

child to the pinnacle of the legal profession, and 

turned it all into a love of life that he communicated 

to all around him. 





 
 

TEITLER & TEITLER, LLP 
 

HONORS 
 

NYWBA on its 90th Anniversary  
 

U.S. Representative Carolyn B. Maloney, 
Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, 

Planned Parenthood of  Greater New York 
and 

Safe Horizon  
on receiving  

The President’s Special Award  
 

and the installation of   
the 2025-2026 NYWBA President 

Lissett Costa Ferreira 
 







 
Congratulations on our 90th Anniversary 

 
With tremendous gratitude to our friends and  

mentors Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin,  
Hon. Carolyn B. Maloney, Planned Parenthood of 

Greater New York & Safe Horizon . 
 

With thanks to outgoing President 
Jocelyn L. Jacobson on a job well done. 

 
Best wishes to Lissett Costa Ferreira, her officers, 

board members and committee chairs  
on the year ahead. 

  
Brava to all who have given so much to our  

organization and our mission. 
 
 
 
 

Myra L. Freed 
 



Congratulations to JOCELYN L. JACOBSON on her leadership and 

accomplishments and as 2024-2025 NYWBA PRESIDENT! 

Best wishes and support to LISSETT C. FERREIRA on her installation as 

2025-2026 NYWBA PRESIDENT, and kudos to NYWBA’s incoming and 
outgoing Officers, Directors, Committee Chairs, and Delegates 

Congratulations to LISA NOROIAN on her installation as 

PRESIDENT OF THE WOMEN’S BAR ASSOCIATION OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK, and thanks to the incoming & outgoing 

WBASNY Officers, Directors & Committee Chairs 

We all salute this year’s remarkable 
NYWBA President’s Special Award Recipients: 

US REPRESENTATIVE CAROLYN B. MALONEY,  
HON. BETTY WEINBERG ELLERIN, PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

OF GREATER NEW YORK AND SAFE HORIZON 
 

Many thanks as well to the NYWBA ANNUAL DINNER COMMITTEE, 
the NYWBA LEGACY PROJECT, the NYWBA FOUNDATION, Amy 
Gideon and her staff at TAG ONLINE, and my colleagues at the 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF WOMEN’S BAR ASSOCIATIONS 

Special thanks to NYWBA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 SARAH KUHNS & her staff at GMW Management 

Elizabeth A. Bryson 
NYWBA PAST PRESIDENT (2003-2005) & Advisory Council Member; 

NYWBA & WBASNY Committee Chair; WBASNY Director; and 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF WOMEN’S BAR ASSNS Board Member (2015-Present) 



 

 
 

   
 

     
 

 
 

    
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

  
 

 

  
   

       
    

       
 

   
   

 
 

          

ATTEES OUR NOREHO EEES

ATIVE CAROLYN B MALONEY

 

 
 

   
 

     
 

 
 

    
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

  
 

 

  
   

       
    

       
 

   
   

 
 

          

CONGRATTUULA

U S REPRESENTA

 

 
 

   
 

     
 

 
 

    
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

  
 

 

  
   

       
    

       
 

   
   

 
 

          

T
T

U.S. REPRESENTATIVE CAROLYN B. MALONEY
***

HON. BETTY WEINBERG ELLERIN
***

PLANNED PARENTHOOD OF GREATER NEW YORK
***

SAFE HORIZON
***

R IIECIPPIEENTSS OF

THHE P EIRESIDDENNT SS S IPECIAAL AWARD

Thank you to Jocelyn L. Jacobson for her leadership.
Best wishes and congratulations to Lissett Costa Ferreira, 2025-2026 

NYWBA President and to all fincoming NYWBA Offficers and Directors.

VIRGINIA A. LoPRETO
MAGNOLIA D. LEVY

f565 Fiftth Avenue; 7th Floor, New York, NY 10017 | 212.888.6106



 

Congratulations to this year’s honorees:  
 

U.S. Representative Carolyn B. Maloney 
Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin 

Planned Parenthood of Greater New York 
Safe Horizon 

 
Wishing Lissett Costa Ferreira much success as the Incoming President. 
 
 

SUSAN L. BENDER 
LAUREN CRANE 

MORGAN MAZOR 
 

99 Madison Avenue, 8th Floor 
New York, New York  

(212) 251-1040 
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Congratulates:
U.S. Representative Carolyn

Hon Betty Weinberg
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Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin
Planned Parenthood of Greater New York

Safe Horizon
Recipients of the President's Award

Thanks:
Jocelyn L. Jacobson,

Outgoing President

Welcomes:
Lissett Costa Ferreira,

President, 
and the

Incoming NYWBA Officers and Directors

Laurie Berke-Weiss
Rosa Aliberti
Alex Berke
Kate Burns

Melissa Romain

loyment Lawyers with Offices in Manhattan and Beacon, NY
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The Law Firm of 

WEITZ & LUXENBERG PC  
 

is proud to support the efforts of the 
   

NEW YORK WOMEN'S  
BAR ASSOCIATION 

 

Our warm congratulations and admiration  

are extended to today's distinguished honorees: 

 

U.S. REP. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
 HON. BETTY WEINBERG ELLERIN 
 

As well as to  

PLANNED PARENTHOOD  
OF GREATER NEW YORK 

SAFE HORIZON 

 

With appreciation, 

PERRY WEITZ, ARTHUR LUXENBERG 

and all the partners and attorneys of the firm.

WEITZ        LUXENBERGPC&212.558.5500 weitzlux.com

7 0 0  B R O A D W A Y   |   N E W  Y O R K ,  N Y  1 0 0 0 3   |   B R A N C H  O F F I C E S  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y ,  C A L I F O R N I A  &  M I C H I G A N  



W W W. M A G L AW. C O M

is proud to support the

      New York Women’s Bar Association

Congratulations to the President’s Special Award recipients: 
U.S. Representative Carolyn B. Maloney 

Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin 
Planned Parenthood of Greater New York 

Safe Horizon 

Celebrating Lissett Costa Ferreira, incoming NYWBA 
President, and the new leadership team
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CONGRATULATIONS TO  

LISSETT COSTA FERREIRA 
ON BECOMING NYWBA PRESIDENT (2025-2026) 

AND TO THE INCOMING OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
____________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE RECIPIENTS OF 

 
HON. BETTY WEINBERG ELLERIN 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD OF GREATER NEW YORK 
SAFE HORIZON 

_________________________________________________________ 
BEST WISHES TO 

JOCELYN JACOBSON ON HER SUCCESSFUL YEAR AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE NYWBA 

_________________________________________________________ 

DEBORAH G. ROSENTHAL 
Rosenthal, Attorneys at Law, P.C. 

336 Northern Blvd., Great Neck, New York 11021 
 
Tel: 516-487-1612 Email: info@deborahrosenthal.com 
Fax: 516-487-1659 Internet: deborahrosenthal.com 
 

WILLS, TRUSTS AND ESTATES; PROBATE AND ESTATE ADMINISTRATION;  
GUARDIANSHIPS; SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING; CORPORATE AND REAL ESTATE 



 
Congratulations to the NYWBA on its 90th Anniversary and  
the pre-eminent recipients of the President's Special Award  

  
Best wishes to the incoming NYWBA Officers and Directors   

  
The NYWBA will continue to lead the way to preserve  

the rule of law, promote gender equality and  
combat all forms of discrimination   

  
 
  

Anahid (Annie) M. Ugurlayan 







 
 

RK Law, P.C.  
  

is proud to support  
  

New York Women’s Bar 
Association  

 

 

We congratulate tonight’s honorees 

and send best wishes to the 

Incoming Officers  
 

  

 

www.RKLawny.com 

 

 

Congratulations to the  
New York Womenís Bar 

Association on its 90th year  
 

Advancing the interests of  
women and the law  

 
Wishing many more  

years to come  
 
 
 

Laura Drager 

 
 
JOIN THE NYWBA OR RENEW 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY! 

 
Membership in the NYWBA is open to lawyers, 
judges, law students and law school graduates 
awaiting admission.  To join the NYWBA or renew 
your membership, you can access our secure online 
membership form at www.nywba.org/Membership.  
To learn more about the Association, go to our 
website at www.nywba.org or call 212-490-8202.    

 
 

New York Women’s Bar Association 
WeWork c/o Sarah Kuhns 

450 Lexington Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 

212-490-8202 | 646-851-0616 (fax) 
info@nywba.org | www.nywba.org  

 
A Chapter of the Women’s Bar  

Association of the State of New York



SUSTAINING MEMBERS 2024-2025 

 

With their generous contributions, our sustaining members make it possible for 
us to accomplish so much more. We honor and thank them for their support:

Elkan Abramowitz 

Mary K. Austin 

Gail I. Bader 

Susan L. Bender 

Laurie Berke-Weiss 

Ann Pinciss Berman 

Ruth E. Bernstein 

Jennifer A. Branca 

Jennifer Brown-DiBlasi 

Elizabeth A. Bryson 

Liza S. Camellerie 

Susan Rachel Chalfin 

Nancy Nadel Chemtob 

Lauren Stephanie Cleary 

Debra Sue Cohen 

Janet I. Cord 

Hon. Melissa Anne Crane 

Rena C. Dawson 

Hon. Laura E. Drager 

Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin 

Melissa G. Ephron-Mandel 

Myrna Felder 

Lissett Costa Ferreira 

Patricia Ann Fersch 

Catherine M. Foti 

Myra L. Freed 

Martha E. Gifford 

Adam B. Gilbert 

Hon. Judith J. Gische 

Amy B. Goldsmith 

Nancy M. Green 

Patricia E. Hennessey 

Adria S. Hillman 

Stephen D. Hoffman 

Julie Hyman 

Sophie Jacobi-Parisi 

Michele E. Kahn 

Susie Kim 

Anne Louise LaBarbera 

Magnolia D. Levy 

Lois Jean Liberman 

Virginia A. LoPreto 

Kay Marmorek 

Antonia J. Martinez 

Colleen Margaret Meenan 

Alexi Ashe Meyers 

Karen Greve Milton 

Richard Min 

Anisha Raj Mirchandani 

Sabrina E. Morrissey 

Susan M. Moss 

Morgan F. Mouchette 

Jacqueline Nichole Newman 

Tania M. Pagan 

Jessica Giambrone Palmese 

Morghan Leia Richardson 

Vivian Rivera Drohan 

Karen Beth Rosenthal 

Deborah G. Rosenthal 

Frances Yetta Ruiz 

Barbara A. Ryan 

Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann 

Pamela Mary Sloan 

Jean Maria Sweeney 

Angela Grace Tese-Milner 

Andrea Vacca 

Eleanor P. Vale 

Valerie S. Wolfman 

Herman H. Wun



NEW MEMBERS 2024-2025

Stephanie A Ackerman 

Richard J. Adago 

Caitlin M. Adorni 

Aashna Agarwal 

Megan Arden 

Adrienne Arkontaky 

Nicolas Bagley 

Jaye Ballard 

Jennifer Balter 

Molly Baraban 

Samantha A. Barach 

Jeanne Claire Barenholtz 

Jordana Barish 

Emma Isabella Barranca 

Amanda Marie Beltz 

Iris T. Bikel 

Arianna Marie Bonne 

Danielle L. Brooks 

Chelsea Kathryn Brown 

Vanessa Burdick 

Yissel Cabrera 

Jillian Cammer 

Brittani-Ann A. Campbell 

Kate Cassirer 

Zaynah Fahim Chaudhury 

Biying Cheng 

Liliko Chung 

Sarah Anne Chussler 

Robert Stephan Cohen 

Olivia M. Cohen 

Lauren Collins 

Pradine L. Content 

Yadhira M. Contreras 

Andreana Coviello 

Kelsey M. Crowley 

Samantha M. Daivs 

Eryn A. DeFontes 

Sophia Julia Dibbini 

Sofia J. DiNatale 

Laura Dowdy 

Jessica L. Duggan 

Nicolle Feldman 

Emily Paige Ferguson 

Diane Fernandez 

Kristen Depangelis Ferriello 

Lauren M. Fibel 

Vlad Frants 

Alexis Fretwell 

Bethany Friedman 

Milena Sardinha Garcez Faria 

Paul D. Getzels 

Claire S. Gibson 

Stephanie Goldstein 

Sara E. Gomez 

Sofia R. Gonzalez 

Jessica L. Gorski 

Sydney R Grant 

Hannah Greenstein 

Marcela D. Grillo 

Tanuja Gupta 

Ansley E. Henderson 

Maria C Hermida 

Michelle Herrera 

Katherine Bin Huang 

Colleen Hughes 

Aman Hundal 

Celia H. Irvine 

Cameron Fredriksen Isaacs 

Jacqueline Paige Itani 

Bronwyn James 

Amanda Jehle 

Bryna Jekogian 

Erin Jensen 

Enjole Christine Johnson 

Carah Jones 

Sedalia Jones-Kennelly 

Julianna Jurkiewicz 

J. Ross Jurow 

Dina S. Kaplan 

Gabrielle Kaplun 

Amanda Katz 

Aoife Moore Kavanagh 

Jenna Kemmer 

Delna Kermani 

Madeline Knight 

Ayna Koryakina 

Hannah Kramer 

Katherine Greer Kuras 

Elaine Kwan 

Rachel Landis 

Molly E Langdon 

Antoinette Lanteri 

Remy Morano Leelike 

Rebecca Liebowitz 

Dammar Lifrieri 

Benjamin A. Lilien 

Adriana Lima 

Erin Frances Lindsay 

Rachael Lipton 

Rainy Liu 

Kalliopi P. Livanos 

Matthew Lombardi 

Neyci Lopez 

Sarah Lusk 

Tara Mahon 

Klodiana Malellari 

Nicole Margulis 

Ellen Werfel Martineau 

Julia Maxman 

Hallie McDonald 

Coco McKay 

Kelly McNeill 

Mary McNicholas 

Gigi McQuillan 

Sarah Casey McShane 

Lillian Mosley 

Eqra Bintay Muhammad 

Vaishali Nayar 

Sue Novick Wasko 

Jenna Nunziato 

Rehn-Huey Ong 

Sabrina Ophir 

Emily Monica Orloff 

Veronika Viktorovna Pavlus 

Frank Louis Perrone Jr. 

Rehana Pierre 

Stephanie Pierre-Louis 

Louisa Maria Portnoy 

Rachel Rutstein 

Yanfei Ran 

Arianna Rappy 

Hailey Reichel 

Kristen Noelle Reilly 

Emily Kate Roberts 

Cecilia Rodriguez 

Joshua Rosenberg 

Joanna Ross 

Alyssa Ruhlen 

Frances Yetta Ruiz 

Caroline Rule 

Rachel Rutstein 

Alexandria Ann Sanatore 

Taylor Sandella 

Jessica Savage 

Megan Schnader 

Ella Serfaty 

Priya Shah 

Cara Sheena 

Constance E. Shields 

Grace Shim 

Darci Wen Siegel 

Julianne Simson 

Sarah Michelle Smith 

Sophie E Spears 

Kiera Marie Stubbs 

Sonia Suchak 

Juliana Rose Suleymanov 

Neslihan Talu 

Hon. Alice Tam Tien 

Katarina Anne Thallner 

Chloe Susan Theriault 

Makayla L. Thomas 

Radhika Varavenkataraman 

Jennifer Vargas 

Libby Babu Varghese 

Elise Brigitte Visco 

Danielle L. Visconti 

Angel R. Vitiello 

Helen Catherine Wan 

Rachel Hannah Wasserman 

Moira Weinberg 

Jenna Weinblatt 

Kelsey D. Williams 

Alexandra Jaye Wilson 

Kristen Claire Woll 

Jehan Senai Worthy 

Shelby Wray 

Queenie Xie 

Lamis Youssef 

Alexis Yribarren 

Paige Zandri



THE NEW YORK WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION 

2024-2025 
 

OFFICERS 

 
Jocelyn L. Jacobson, President 

Vivian Rivera Drohan, Vice President 

Lissett Costa Ferreira, Vice President 

Hon. Crystal R. Villaseñor, Vice President 

Judith E. White, Treasurer 

Meaghan E. Carey, Recording Secretary 

Tara Diamond, Corresponding Secretary 

 Sabrina E. Morrissey, Immediate Past President 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Sarah Kuhns

Elizabeth A. Bryson 

Dawn M. Cardi 

Vivian Rivera Drohan 

Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin 

Lissett Costa Ferreira 

Maria F. Galante 

Magnolia D. Levy 

Marjorie A. Martin 

 Sabrina E. Morrissey 

Deborah G. Rosenthal 

Hon. Crystal R. Villaseñor (Alt.)

Jennifer Brown-DiBlasi 

Dawn M. Cardi 

Hon. Ariel Chesler 

Catherine A. Christian 

Hon. Laura E. Drager 

Margaret Farmer 

Maria F. Galante 

Hon. Judith J. Gische 

Melissa F. Glassman 

Amy B. Goldsmith 

Fran R. Hoffinger 

Olivia S. Lee 

Magnolia D. Levy 

Virginia A. LoPreto 

Kay Marmorek 

Antonia J. Martinez 

Ernestine J. Mings 

Morgan F. Mouchette 

Deborah G. Rosenthal 

Olivia Sohmer 

Nicole K. Trivlis 



THANK YOU TO OUR COMMITTEE CHAIRS (2024-2025) 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

By-Laws & Amendments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth A. Bryson  

Cooperation with Other Bar Associations (including local  

bar associations, NCWBA, National Association of Women Lawyers,  

and ABA Commission on Women)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hon. Kelly O'Neill Levy & Yacine Barry-Wun 

Employment & Equal Opportunity for Women  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Diana Sen & Angela Wanslow 

Judiciary (Screening of Candidates for Judicial Office) . . . . . Tara Diamond, Marcy Einhorn & Amy Saltzman 

Legislation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Margaret M. Brady & Elizabeth Friedrich  

Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jacqueline I. Meyer & Vivian Rivera Drohan 

Professional Ethics and Discipline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nicole I. Hyland & Lauren Crane 

Programs, Events and Arrangements  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Diana G. Browne, Kay Marmorek 

Virginia A. LoPreto (Membership & Judicial Receptions and Annual Dinner)  

Magnolia D. Levy (Membership & Judges Receptions)  & Olivia S. Lee 

Publicity/Press  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Julie Hyman  
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 

Advance the Status of Women in the Profession . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Isiris I. Isaac, Morgan Mazor 

& Anita (Nicky) S. Rooz 

Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nazly Duarte Gomez & Tania Pagan 

Animal Law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lydia S. Antoncic & Dana Capone 

Archives & History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth A. Bryson & Melissa F. Glassman 

Awards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer A. Branca, Judith Rifkin, Elyssa Kates & Melissa Ephron-Mandel 

Children's Rights and Issues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jo Ann Douglas, Danielle M. Rodriguez & Tara Diamond 

Civil Courts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hon. James G. Clynes, Melissa G. Ephron-Mandel & Hon. Crystal R. Villaseñor 

Continuing Legal Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy B. Goldsmith  

Criminal Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kristin S. Bailey, Katherine Bajuk & Lindsey Laveaux 

Diversity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ernestine J. Mings, Hon. Crystal R. Villaseñor 

& Hon. Kathleen C. Waterman-Marshall 

Domestic Violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Laura A. Russell, Margaret Farmer & Alejandra Valenzuela 

Elder Law and Disabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lissett Costa Ferreira, Maria Galante, Antonia J. Martinez,  

& Sabrina E. Morrissey 

Federal Practice (including Business Law, Securities &  

Investment Law, Intellectual Property, Tax & Bankruptcy)  . . . . . . . . . . . Vivian Rivera Drohan & Elyssa Kates 

Human Trafficking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alexi Meyers, Rebecca Zipkin & Jayne Bigelsen 

Immigration  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Marcella Marucci & Zara Watkins 

International Women’s Rights  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nicole K. Trivlis, Alexandra Douglas & Miglena Ilieva 

Legacy Project  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hon. Judith J. Gische, Fran R. Hoffinger & Julie Hyman 

LGBT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claire Mooney 

Litigation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hon. Eileen Nadelson, Melissa F. Glassman & Susan Dennehy 

Long Range Planning  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lissett Costa Ferreira, Jocelyn L. Jacobson & Sabrina E. Morrissey 

Matrimonial and Family Law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shari Bernstein, Hon. Ariel D. Chesler, Anita Rojas Carroll, 

& Ashley Mullin 

Mentoring Circles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Melissa Ephron-Mandel, Melissa Glassman, Jocelyn L. Jacobson 

 & Hon. Carmen Pacheco 

Newsletter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Olivia Sohmer & Isiris Isaac 

Pro Bono & Community Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alea Roberts 

Reproductive Rights & Women’s Health  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meaghan E. Carey & Alyssa Cannizaro 

Solo and Small Firm Practice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gail I. Bader & Sabrina E. Morrissey 



Students and New Lawyers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claire Mooney & Laurel Hardy 

Summer Program  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff, Martha E. Gifford, Melissa F. Glassman, 

Ernestine Mings & Hon. Crystal R. Villaseñor 

Technology and the Internet / Website  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth A. Bryson, Amy B. Goldsmith 

& Hon. Crystal R. Villaseñor 

Trusts and Estates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tzipora Zelmanowitz, Loretta A. Ippolito & Antonia J. Martinez 

Working Parents  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gretchen Beall Schumann & Elysa Greenblatt  

NYWBA Delegates to WBASNY Committees  
 

Amicus Curiae  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth A. Bryson (Co-Chair) 

By-Laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth A. Bryson (Co-Chair) 

Chapters - Membership  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jacqueline Meyer & Meaghan E. Carey 

Children's Rights  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nisha Menon 

Continuing Legal Education  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy B. Goldsmith  

Criminal Law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fran R. Hoffinger & Jessica Horani 

Diversity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ernestine J. Mings & Yasmin Dwedar 

Domestic Violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Margaret Farmer 

Elder Law & Disabilities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Antonia J. Martinez, Lissett Costa Ferreira & Sabrina E. Morrissey  

Employment & Labor Law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jocelyn L. Jacobson 

Equal Opportunity in the Profession  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jocelyn L. Jacobson 

ERA/Civil Rights Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fran R. Hoffinger  

Family and Matrimonial Law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Virginia A. LoPreto & Olivia Sohmer 

Finance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sabrina E. Morrissey  

Human Trafficking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alexi Meyers, Rebecca Zipkin & Jayne Bigelsen 

International Women's Rights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alexandra Douglas 

Judges & Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann 

Judiciary/Courts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deborah G. Rosenthal & Jocelyn L. Jacobson 

Legislation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Margaret Brady 

Liaison to Women Judges  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin & Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff 

Long-Range Planning  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Virginia A. LoPreto 

Newsletter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Branca 

Nominations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Brown-DiBlasi & Meaghan E. Carey 

Press and Public Relations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Julie Hyman  

Professional Ethics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nicole I. Hyland  

Reproductive Rights & Women’s Health  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meaghan E. Carey & Alexandra King 

Trusts and Estates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leona Beane, Loretta A. Ippolito & Tziporah Zelmanowitz 

Working Parents  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gretchen Beall Schumann & Elysa Greenblatt 
 

NYWBA LIAISONS TO OTHER BAR ASSOCIATIONS & COMMITTEES 
 

Cooperation with Other Bar Associations  

 (Chair of NYWBA Standing Committee)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hon. Kelly O'Neill Levy & Morgan F. Mouchette 

Network of Bar Leaders  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leona Beane & Yacine Barry-Wun 

National Conference of Women's Bar Associations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth A. Bryson  

“Bar None“ - Women's Bar Association Leaders  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gretchen Beall Schumann & Julie Hyman 

New York County Lawyers' Association Committee on Women's Rights  . . . . . . . . . . Deborah G. Rosenthal 

New York State Bar Association Committee on Women in the Law  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Brown-DiBlasi  

& Yacine Barry-Wun 

New York Women’s Agenda (NYWA)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andrea Vacca 

ABA Women Rainmakers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy B. Goldsmith
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